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By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
Alcona Community

Schools was recently awarded
a $10,000 grant to aid stu-
dents and the community
with long-distance learning
and WiFi Internet access.

The Michigan College Ac-
cess Network (MCAN) COVID-
19 Response Grant was
awarded to the school district
on May 15, which helped to
reimburse monies spent to
operate distance learning ef-
fectively and efficiently since
Michigan Governor Gretchen
Whitmer made the executive
order to close all Michigan
schools for the remainder of
the year to mitigate the spread
of COVID-19.

School career navigator,
Helen-Ann Cordes, who wrote
the grant application, said
the funds were to be utilized
to promote post-secondary
education during the COVID-
19 school closures by ad-
dressing technological gaps
within the county.

According to Cordes, about
half of the $10,000 award
was used to purchase 21
Chrome Books for students
who did not have one. About
$2,000 was used to install
two WiFi extension routers --
one at the elementary school
and one at the high school, so
students and the community
could access the Internet free
of charge while parked in the
school parking lot. The re-
maining funds went to pur-
chase three months of Google
Voice Subscriptions for teach-
ers and staff.

“Google Voice allows for
school staff and educators to
better connect with families
and students (in) kindergar-
ten through twelfth grade to
ensure success in their edu-
cation, social and emotional
health. It allows staff to uti-
lize a personal cell phone with
a safe and school regulated
phone number to text and

Remembering fallen service men and women this Memorial Day was quiet this year. However, they are not
forgotten. This photo was taken at West Lawn Cemetery in Harrisville courtesy of Rootdoctor Photography.

School
district
receives

technology
grant

Continued on page 4

Recognizing Emergency Medical Service personnel
By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
Much of the time their

brave efforts go unnoticed to
the public. Men and women
in the Emergency Medical
Service (EMS) field valiantly
work to save lives but are
often referred to by the pub-
lic as mere ambulance driv-
ers.

This is why in 1974 Presi-
dent Gerald Ford authorized

Alcona County EMS Director Scott Rice (left) and assistant director Toni Rhoads
(right) thank EMT Scott Hoffman (middle left) and Paramedic Joel Monk during EMS
Appreciation Week. Photo by Mary Weber.

May 17 through May 23 a
week of celebration for
America’s EMS employees.

While this year the appre-
ciation celebrations were
somewhat quiet across the
nation due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, Alcona County rec-
ognized each of its EMS staff
with gift bags containing a
shirt with their name, desig-
nation and the Alcona County
EMS logo, a Tim Horton’s gift

card, an appreciation pin and
a personal note of thanks for
their tireless effort to service
the community written by
Alcona County EMS assis-
tant director, Toni Rhoads
and director, Scott Rice.

Rice said he wanted to
thank his staff for their hard
work, dedication and going
the extra mile for all the resi-
dents and visitors of Alcona
County.

“Paramedics, Emergency
Medical Technicians (EMTs)
and (Medical) First Respond-
ers sacrifice a lot of their time
away from their families to
help or assist strangers when
those individuals are experi-
encing a very scary, trau-
matic event in their lives. It
requires training, experience
and patience to provide the
services and compassion
EMS providers give each day.
It is because of these people,
Alcona County is a safer, bet-
ter-prepared community,”
Rice said.

Rhoads said the gift bags
were tokens of appreciation
purchased through combined
donations, and although they
were not enough to show the
staff their full due, they were
more than they usually get.

“It’s frustrating, this work
we do. It doesn’t pay very well
and doesn’t get much appre-
ciation. People may notice us
more than they usually do
because of the pandemic, but
this is not anything we don’t
normally face each day. We
have treated people who are
HIV positive and those with
hepatitis for years. There are
many communicable dis-
eases. People generally have
no idea of the depth and scope
of the work we do. It grinds
our teeth to be called ambu-
lance drivers. Just about any-

Continued on page 3
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Class of 2020 Spotlight
Give a 2020 Senior

the recognition they
deserve for their
hard work and

dedication
throughout their

high school or
college career.

Submit a photo of the senior and provide informa-
tion about their time in high school or college, plus
a personal message. A form is available to be
emailed and is available at www.alconareview.com.

Purchase space and provide
information about a special

graduate to be published
 in the Review and on the

Review’s website.
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989-354-8535

Open M-F and by appointment
1451 W. Washington Ave,

Alpena
Next to Evergreen Cemetery

www.crowmemorials.com

THE SUNRISE SIDE MEMORIAL EXPERTS
Northeastern Michigan's Only Memorial Showroom

CROW MEMORIALS
EMPLOYEE OWNED

HOURS: Monday-Friday 9:30 - 5:30
Open Weekends by Appointment

Obituary Letter to
the Editor

Douglas E. O’Camb, 82, of
Hubbard Lake died of demen-
tia on Saturday, May 16, 2020
in Hillman, Mich.

He was born March 17,
1938, in Flint, Mich. to Leo
and Rhoda Mae (White)
O’Camb. He lived in the sub-
urbs of Detroit, Mich.

Mr. O’Camb served in the
U.S. Army from 1956-1959
and was a Morse interceptor
at the Herzo Base in Bavaria,
Germany.

He married Elizabeth
Moore and the couple even-
tually settled in the Hubbard
Lake area where O’Camb was
a residential contractor.

He enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing and helping people.

Mr. O’Camb is survived by
one stepson, Joe (Cheryl) Daly
of Fort Myer, Fla.; and one
niece, Collene Cole of Mar-
quette, Mich.

To the Editor,
Driving through Pleasant

View, the Caledonia Town-
ship cemetery, with the sun
going down the sky was very
moving. The American flags
were gently blowing on many
grave sites, reminding of us
how many resting there have
served their country. The lawn
was well groomed and head
stones were neatly trimmed.

There is peace in these tur-
bulent times to know there is
a beautiful hill in my home-
town where I can go and re-
flect. There are three genera-
tions of my maternal family
resting here and two genera-
tions on my paternal side.

Sometimes those who are
responsible for maintaining
the township cemeteries are
not recognized. Therefore, I
want to commend the Cale-
donia Township Board for the
improved care of Pleasant
View.

Also, thank you to mem-
bers of the VFW for the place-
ment of the flags.  A beautiful
resting place to visit loved
ones who have passed away.

Sandra Williams
Spruce

Douglas E. O’Camb

He was preceded in death
by his wife, Betty; one step-
son, Karl Daly; and one sis-
ter, Ilene Mae O’Camb.

Cremation arrangements
were made through Gillies Fu-
neral Home, Lincoln. An out-
door get-together will be held
later in Hubbard Lake.

Calendar of Events

** Call ahead before any
scheduled event to make
sure it is still being held. **

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27
Sunrise Community Food

Pantry will be open from 1 to
3 p.m. at Hubbard Lake Bible
Church, 13508 Hubbard Lake
Road, Hubbard Lake. Clients
are asked to come only one
time per month and must be
present to receive food. Cli-
ents must remain in vehicle
for curbside pick-up and fol-
low volunteer traffic control.
The pantry accepts clients
regardless of county of resi-
dence. Identification is re-
quired. Bring a box or bag.
For more information, call
(989) 727-3606.

THURSDAY, MAY 28
The Alcona County Pop-up

Pantry food giveaway will be-
gin at 4 p.m. and last until
food is gone at the Alcona
Elementary School, 1818 N.
Barlow Road, Lincoln. Par-
ticipants are to remain in their
vehicle as safety precautions.
There is limited supply of food,
so first come, first served.
Sponsored by the Food Bank
of Lincoln and Food Bank of
Eastern Michigan.

FRIDAY, MAY 29
Reformers Unanimous, a

faith-based addictions recov-

ery program, will meet from 7
to 9 p.m. at the Greenbush
Community Baptist Church,
2430 South State Street. For
more info., call Pastor Wayne
Whitten at (989) 335-0172.

THURSDAY, JUNE 4
Join fellow comrades at the

veteran’s coffee hour from 9
to 11 a.m. at Westminster
Presbyterian Church, 201
North Second Street in Har-
risville. All veterans are wel-
come.

FRIDAY, JUNE 5
Reformers Unanimous, a

faith-based addictions recov-
ery program, will meet from 7
to 9 p.m. at the Greenbush
Community Baptist Church,
2430 South State Street. For
more info., call Pastor Wayne
Whitten at (989) 335-0172.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10
Sunrise Community Food

Pantry will be open from 1 to
3 p.m. at Hubbard Lake Bible
Church, 13508 Hubbard Lake
Road, Hubbard Lake. Clients
are asked to come only one
time per month and must be
present to receive food. The
pantry accepts clients regard-
less of county of residence.
Identification is required.
Bring a box or bag. For more
information, call (989) 727-
3606.

Away at School
Gordon Wallace of Glennie

graduated from Trine Univer-
sity in Angola, Ind., at the
end of the spring 2020 se-
mester. He earned a BSBA in
accounting and Master of
Business Administration de-
gree at Trine.

Alexander Stephenson of
Barton City was named to the
Alma College Winter 2020
Dean’s List. Stephenson is a
junior at Alma and a gradu-
ate of Alcona High School.
Students who achieve a 3.5
or better grade point average
during a term, while carrying
a minimum of 13 credits, at
least eight of which are evalu-
ative grades, are named to
the dean’s list.

Local Notes
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Public Notice
REQUEST FOR BIDS

The Barton City Fire Department (BCFD) is soliciting sealed bid proposals for a Contractor
to furnish and construct a 50’x50’ two-story attached addition at the Fire Hall site in Barton
City, MI.  As part of that same project, a second addition is proposed to construct an
enclosed and attached ramp and stairway.  A new septic system, parking lot, drive and
modest storm system are also part of the site development.  A general contractor may
submit a bid price for the entire project, otherwise individual contractors shall provide bids
categorized by discipline, those being: site infrastructure & building, mechanical and
electrical.  The plans and specifications cover all of the requirements.  Engineered
drawings and specifications have been prepared by Russo Engineering, Inc.  There will be
no organized site visit.  Bids will be accepted until 4:00 PM, Thursday June 4, 2020 at the
BCFD Fire Hall located at 1868 Trask Lake Rd., Barton City, MI 48705, at which time they
will be publicly opened and read.  Award can only occur after review and deliberation by
the BCFD.  Bids are to be submitted in a sealed envelope marked as, “BCFD ADDITION”.
Bid Bonds will not be required.  Payment & Performance Bonds will not be required.  Plans
will be available for free electronically.  The specifications and bid form will only be issued
by hard copy upon request for a non-refundable fee of $20, from Russo Engineering, 225
6th Ave./PO Box 187, Tawas City, MI 48764, phone (989) 362-7735.  Bidding documents
may also be examined at the office of Russo Engineering or at the BCFD office.

The BCFD reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids, to waive
informalities, and make the award of a firm, fixed-price contract to the lowest responsive
and responsible bidder in any manner deemed in the best interest of the BCFD.

Construction shall be completed within a 120-day window.  The construction may
commence as soon as practical following award.  Regardless, the project must be
complete by November 30, 2020.  If requested, the apparent low bidders may be asked to
provide references.  There will be no liquidated damages.

5/20 & 5/27

get that
clean-
carpet
  feeling
Enjoy a fresher, 
cleaner carpet with 
our professional 
deep-cleaning service. 
Our highly skilled 
technicians specialize 
in removing stubborn 
stains and odors for a 
like-new 
look you’ll love.

APITAL
ARPET & UPHOLSTERY
LEANERS

(989) 362-3875

See us in our NEW location for
Propane Orders • Payments • Budget Plans

Visit our New Showroom with a
wide selection of Wall Heaters

COMING SOON
Cylinder refills & Recreation Fuel

2339 S. F-41, Mikado • (989) 736-7777

WE HAVE MOVED!

one can get a driver’s license,”
Rhoads said.

She explained when a per-
son goes into cardiac arrest
at a hospital, there are often
10 or more people working to
save that life, however, when
EMS is called it is often just
one or two people trying to
help a person suffering car-
diac arrest while using the
bathroom. Those two people
have to get that patient off
the floor, out of the bath-
room, and usually, down
steps all while performing
cardiopulmonary resuscita-
tion, putting in intravenous
lines or intubating the per-
son and then get them safely
to the hospital.

EMS work doesn’t stop
when the crisis ends. Accord-
ing to Rhoads, even when
they are not saving a life,
they are still hard at work
maintaining the EMS build-
ing, performing housework,
and maintaining vehicles and
equipment.

“In this line of work the
unexpected is normal. It
never fails as soon as they
take off their boots or start
cooking dinner, their pagers
go off. They work in 48-hour
shifts leaving their family. It
takes a special person to do
this job,” Rhoads said.

Appreciation, although in-
frequent, does come to their
department in the form of
thank you notes which are
highly regarded and are put

into staff’s permanent file.
Rhoads has also had people
who they worked on to save
their life come in and thank
them personally, which she
said is a wonderful feeling.

Recently, someone
dropped off snacks, fruit and
goodies to the EMS station
and Rhoads was so over-
whelmed by the gesture she
sent a letter to the editor of
the Alcona County Review to
say thank you.

Rhodes acknowledged
without the partnership of
other Alcona County entities
such as township fire depart-
ment first responders, 911
central dispatch and the
sheriff’s department, their job
as EMS would be much
harder.

They all work as a team
together. It was that reason
why, when she ordered 24
shirts for the EMS apprecia-
tion bags, she called the vari-
ous Alcona County depart-
ment heads to see if they
wanted to purchase shirts
for their employees as well.
In all, nearly 90 shirts were
ordered in various colors ac-
cording to the entity, all per-
sonalized with their name,
designation and appropriate
logo.

Rhodes has been on the
job working for Alcona County
EMS for nearly 20 years and
said it was a privilege to work
with such an outstanding
crew and serve the public in
this capacity.

By Mary Weber
Staff Writers
By taking less than two

minutes to apply,  Alcona
County property and home-
owners can be offered a free
protection alert should any-
one record a document at-
tached to their name.

The Property Fraud Alert
protection became available
to property owners this
month, and Alcona County
Register of Deeds Missy
Cordes couldn’t be more
pleased to unveil it.

According to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI),
property and mortgage fraud
is the fastest-growing white-
collar crime. It can happen
quickly without the home-
owner being aware of it, by a
criminal simply recording a
fraudulent document with the
register of deeds office.

Cordes said while she was
unaware of any fraudulent
activity with documents re-
corded in her office, people
should be aware of how easy
it can happen.

According to a press re-
lease from Property Fraud
Alert.com, a common prop-
erty fraud scenario involves a
criminal filing a bogus deed
making it appear the actual
owner had transferred own-
ership of a parcel (land/
house) to someone else. The
criminal then takes that deed
to a bank, fraudulently ob-
tains a mortgage and then
disappears with a large
amount of money.

“The property owner has
no idea a bogus deed has

Free service alerts Alcona County
property owners to potential fraud

been filed and then finds out
there is a mortgage against
their property. They could lose
their property if the mortgage
isn’t paid, even though they
never took the mortgage out
in the first place. It just turns
into a huge legal battle. This
does happen. I’m glad to say I
haven’t seen it in our county,
but it could very easily. It just
hasn’t happened yet,” Cordes
said.

While property fraud can
happen to anyone, perpetra-
tors of it often prey on the
elderly, people in long term
care facilities, absentee prop-
erty owners and owners who
spend large parts of the year
out of town, a sizeable demo-
graphic of owners in Alcona
County.

Cordes explained although
she hasn’t seen any fraudu-
lent activity, more and more
people are concerned it could
happen and have called ask-
ing if there was a way they
could be notified should a
bogus deed containing their
name come into the register of
deeds office.

The Property Fraud Alert
program became an option
when Alcona County switched
its software provider last year
to Fidlar Technology, which
offered the perk free of cost
with the software. Cordes said
it took a while to implement,
but it is now public ready and
user friendly.

By simply applying with
name, phone number, or
email, a property owner is then
contacted by whichever
method they choose when any

documents have been sub-
mitted using their name for
any recording activity at the
register of deeds office. It does
not prevent fraud from hap-
pening, but it does provide
an early warning system for
property owners to take ap-
propriate action.

Applying is easy by either
calling the Property Fraud
Alert toll free number (800)
728-3858 or access the In-
ternet link via the
alconacounty-mi.com page
and scrolling down to the
Register of Deeds tab. Once
there, the Property Fraud
Alert tab will come up. Sim-
ply fill in name and contact
information.

Cordes recommended if
more than one person is an
owner of a property, then all
owner’s names should be
submitted as well as alias or
nicknames. “For instance my
name is Melissa, but I go by
Missy, so I filed under both
names,” she told Alcona
County Commissioners dur-
ing a recent board meeting.

Cordes expected all prop-
erty/homeowners in the
county will want to take ad-
vantage of the free protection
alert. “It’s great we have
something like this in place.
The best protection against
property fraud is being pro-
active. This is a great way to
protect one of your most valu-
able assets, your home.”

Although the county build-
ing is currently closed due to
COVID-19 executive orders,
the Register of Deeds office is
still operating full time. To
reach the office, call  (989)
724-9450 or email mcordes-
@alconacounty.net.

Recognizing Continued from page 1

Do You
Have News
We can Use?

Call the Alcona Review
at  724-6384 or e-mail to:

editor@alconareview.com
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New Life Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Sunday Worship & Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

SOLID ROCK CHURCH OF GOD
158 N. Barlow Road., Harrisville • (989) 736-6350

Pastor Edward Morrison • Full Gospel
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m. • Family Bible Study 7 p.m. Wednesday

Spruce Presbyterian Church

First Baptist Church of Lincoln
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. - Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study/Prayer, Wed. 7 p.m.

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

6230 Gillard Road (P.O. Box 37) Spruce, MI 48762 • 471-5464
Worship 9 a.m.

Pastor Dr. Arie VanBrenk • 202 Main Street • 736-8796

Corner of US-23 & Medor Rd.
Harrisville • 724-5160

www.standrewschurchharrisville.org
10 A.M. SUNDAY SERVICE

Family Heritage Baptist Church
4260 M-72 Harrisville (2.5 miles west of the light)

Pastor Ernest Ruemenapp (989) 724-6728  •  www.church72.org.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
3639 South M-65, Glennie, Michigan

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
6891 Nicholson Hill Road, Hubbard Lake, Mich. 49747

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class at 11 a.m.

Pastor Joseph Llewellyn • (989) 727-2496

Hubbard Lake Rd.,
¾ mile south of White Pine National Golf Course
Pastor Christina Bright             Office 736-7816

Westminster Presbyterian Church U.S.A.
201 N. Second at Jefferson, Harrisville
Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

 Worship & Sunday School ~ 11 a.m.
Monday & Wednesday office hours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rev. Ken Krause ~ 724-6734

GREENBUSH COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

COMMUNITY OF CHRIST
Church School 10 a.m.  ~ Worship 11 a.m.

3155 E. F-30, Mikado MI • Church 736-8727
Pastor Char McGuire • 736-3486

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors The people of the
United Methodist Church serving Alcona County

Come as you are - everyone is welcome!

With worship at these locations:
Lincoln at 9 a.m. (101 E. Main St)

Harrisville at 10:30 a.m. (217 N. State St.)
All sanctuaries are wheelchair accessible and all sites offer

Sunday School for children during the worship hour.

2430 S. State, Greenbush • 724-5264 • Pastor A. C. Caincross
 • Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
 • Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
 • Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.

ALCONA COUNTY CATHOLIC CHURCHES
ST. RAPHAEL, Mikado, Saturday 4:30 p.m.

ST. GABRIEL, Black River Saturday 6:30 p.m.
ST. CATHERINE (Ossineke) Sunday 9 a.m.

ST. ANNE, Harrisville Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor: Fr. Robert Bissot • (989) 724-6713

Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 6 p.m.

Sunday worship services 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Sunday school 10 a.m.

Wednesday 6  p.m.  midweek service
 (preaching and prayer service).

Sunday Morning 9 a.m. Worship Service
Everyone Welcome

Haynes Community Church
4505 Shaw Road, Harrisville, Michigan 48740

Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
989-724-6665

Pastor Claire Duncan • haynescommunitychurch.org

AreA ChurCh DireCtory

Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

Rev. Ken Krause - Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rev. Eric Johnson - Pastor
Phone - 989-335-4058 - Cell 810-335-1276

The Lutheran
Church

Missouri Synod

Faith Lutheran Church
3395 E. M-72 (4¼ miles west of US-23) Harrisville, MI

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. ~ Barrier Free
Bible Class 9:15 a.m.

Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)

Church Street at Traverse Bay Road
Lincoln, Mich. 48742 ~ 736-1227

Pastor David Putz~ Service, Sunday 9 a.m.

Alcona County Sheriff's Report

86 complaints were handled resulting in the following: 4 Arrests; 1 Warrant
Arrest; 1 Operate While Intoxicated; 2 Domestic; 3 Citations.

Complaint Statistics
Car/Deer Accidents 3 Traffic/Traffic Stop 18
Medical 27 Warrant Arrest 1
Personal Injury Accident 1 Assist 3
Animal/Dog 3 Well Being Check 3
Suspicious Event 6 Malicous Destr. of Property 1
Fire 1 Domestic 3
Juvenile 2 Operate While Intoxicated 1
Alarm 5 Trespass 1
Civil 2 Open Door 1
Dog Bite 1 Gun Shots 2
Fireworks 1

For the Week of May 18-24, 2020For the Week of May 18-24, 2020For the Week of May 18-24, 2020For the Week of May 18-24, 2020For the Week of May 18-24, 2020

Complaints taken by City, Township or  Village
Alcona 8 Caledonia 4 Curtis 9
Greenbush 11 Gustin 11 Harrisville 13
Hawes 7 Haynes 5 Mikado 4
Millen 4 Mitchell 2
Harrisville City 3 Village of Lincoln 3

communicate to students.
That communication has
been crucial to the success of
distance learning over the last
few months,” Cordes said.

In a survey conducted by
the school last March, of the
690 students enrolled in Al-
cona elementary, middle and
high schools, 28.6 percent of
student households had only
moderate access to the Inter-
net from their homes and 19.3
percent had no form of Inter-
net access at all in their home.

“It was a major area of
concern to continue educat-
ing students. We wanted to
ensure equal access to tech-
nology resources and high-
speed Internet,” Cordes said.

She explained that distance
learning challenged students
and staff but having the abil-
ity to connect through ser-
vices like Google Voice has
been beneficial. “I hosted a
senior college workshop (via
the Internet) and it was won-
derful to be able to see the

Grant Continued from page 1

students and talk with them.
I was able to ask how they
were doing and answer their
questions. This has been hard
on the students, but I think
they have enjoyed interac-
tions like that with their
teachers and staff,” Cordes
said.

School superintendent,
Dan O’Connor, said the MCAN
grant was significant in the
plan to purchase technology
for next school year. “No mat-
ter if we have face-to-face
education or have to look at
other options, this helps to
substitute monies that nor-
mally would have come from
the school’s general fund. This
is especially important con-
sidering the potential devas-
tating cuts school are likely
to face in the coming months.”

Cordes said the school has
also been involved in writing
a grant application asking for
$40,000 in funds from AARP
(formerly the American Asso-
ciation of Retired Persons) to
purchase hot spot devices to
increase Internet capacity
throughout the county. They
will not know AARP’s award
decision until July.

In a Facebook message last
Friday, Ed Barber, principal
of Alcona Middle/High School
announced students who
have been using their Chrome
Books at home during dis-
tance learning, may keep
them over the summer and
do not have to return them in
June.

O’Connor said to contact
Michael Suitor at the high
school to inform him of any
Chrome Books which need
repair. He will then make ar-
rangements to collect those
books.

Re-imaging
your

business?
Need printed

material?
Remember the

Alcona Review
print shop

for just about
anything needed:

• Forms
• Menus

• Small Signs
• Reciepts

• Fliers
& More!

Design
included in
price, free

estitmates, fast,
friendly service
(989) 724-6384
ask for John

111 N. Lake St.
Harrisville



SSSSSENIOR LLLLLIFESTYLES

Savvy
Senior

Reside ~ Reflect ~ Relax
• Long-term care insurance accepted

• 24 hr. personal care assistance
• RN Nurse on staff

• Elegant dining with home cooked meals
• Nutritional snacks provided at the Cafe & Coffee Shop

• Emergency call and security system
• Life enriching activities

• Public transportation available

Located at 300 Oxbow Drive or  call (989) 354-4200
www.rlmgmt.com • turningbrook@rlmgmt.com

Oscoda Area Chiropractic Center
Dr. Terry D. Trombley

Now participating with most Obamacare
insurance policies including Medicaid, Medicare,

Blue Cross, Commercials

Assisted Living

EARLY A.M. HOURS:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Tuesday & Saturday 7 a.m. to Noon

(989) 739-0077
5671 N. Skeel Ave. Located in the Base Hospital, Oscoda

FOCUS ON YOUR HEALTH
Lose Weight Keep in Shape!

It’s Affordable and Fun
Just $2 per visit

Friendly staff will assist you. Walk-ins welcome.

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6 a.m. until as needed
Lincoln (989) 736-1146 or stop by 923 Barlow Road, Lincoln, MI

VRC Rehabilitation and
 Physical Therapy
We provide in-home

 physical therapy
We accept most insurances Locations: Alpena, Onaway, Lincoln and Hillman

 M EDI L ODGE  
 OF  H ILLMAN

 www.medilodgeofhillman.com
5 S R F !Short-term Rehab • VA Contract

2017 recipient of the Bronze
Commitment to Quality Award
Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581

To advertise
in this space please

call the Review
office at

989-724-6384

MISSION STATEMENT
THE DESIRE OF RETIREMENT LIVING IS TO
HONOR GOD BY PROVIDING THE ELDERLY
WITH A LIFESTYLE THAT VALUES THEIR

IDENTITY, THEIR DEPENDENCE, AND
THEIR DIGNITY

WINTER SPECIAL
Stay 6 Months

Get the 7th month FREE!

910 N. Tawas Lake Road, East Tawas, MI 48730
(989)362-8420 • www.rlmgmt.com

tawasvilage@rlgmt.com

RESIDE ~ REFLECT ~ RELAX

Assisted Living featuring Basic,
Intermediate and Advanced Care at

affordable prices.

LINLINLINLINLINCCCCCOLNOLNOLNOLNOLN
PHARMAPHARMAPHARMAPHARMAPHARMACYCYCYCYCY

301 Second Street
Lincoln, MI 48742

(989) 736-6895 (989) 736-8138

When you receive a prescription  it is your
property and your  option to fill it at the

Pharmacy of your choice.

ESTABLISHED 1920

5113 Cedar Lake Rd., Oscoda
 (989) 569-6766

www.OscodaFields.com
We are located in Oscoda, our convenient

location puts us close to houses of worship,
restaurants, hospitals, medical clinics and
shopping centers for your convenience.

Features and Amenities
• State Licensed • Socializing Area
• Main Dining Room • Formal Dining Room
• Arts & Crafts • Daily Activities
• TV set included (cable subscription extra) • Free Public Wi-Fi
• Hair/Nail Salon • Basement storage
• Exterior/Interior surveillance cameras • Fenced Patio Area
• Individual Room Heaters • Religious Services
• Fire, smoke and sprinkler system • Grab bars in all
• Private and shared showers     bathrooms
• Paid utilities (except phone and TV)  • Comfortable Sitting Area

Emergency call response system pendants

Refill
with our new
Mobile App
or website

www.lincoln-
drug.com
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Dear Savvy Senior,
Because of the coronavi-

rus pandemic, I just got laid
off from my job of 22 years
and need to find health in-
surance until I can get an-
other job or enroll in Medi-
care at age 65. What are my
options?

Scared to Death

Dear Scared,
I’m very sorry about your

job loss. It’s estimated that as
many as 45 million Ameri-
cans could lose their health
insurance as businesses con-
tinue to lay off workers due to
repercussions of the coronavi-
rus pandemic. Here’s where
you can find health insur-
ance coverage while you’re
looking for new employment
or waiting for Medicare.

The Affordable Care
Act Marketplace

Your best option for get-
ting affordable health insur-
ance is through Affordable
Care Act (ACA) Marketplaces,
also known as Obamacare.
Or, if your income is very low
you may qualify for Medicaid.

for free, or low-cost health
coverage through expanded
Medicaid services, which is
available in many states.

To apply for ACA Market-
place health plans or Medic-
aid, go to HealthCare.gov. Or,
you can call their toll-free
number at (800) 318-2596
and get help over the phone.

COBRA
If you need health insur-

ance coverage for less than
18 months, another option
you may want to consider is
COBRA, which allows you to
remain on your former
employer’s group health plan,
but not every employer plan
is COBRA-eligible. Contact
your employer benefits ad-

How to find health insurance after job loss
Normally, enrollment in an

ACA Marketplace is limited to
the short window for Open
Enrollment, which is between
November 1 and December
15 each year. But there’s an
exception for people who’ve
lost their jobs, known as the
Special Enrollment Period,
which allows you to apply
because your layoff meant a
loss of health insurance. To
do so, you must enroll within
60 days of when your cover-
age stopped and prove that
you lost your health insur-
ance.

There is no limited enroll-
ment period for Medicaid.

Eleven of the states with
their own health-insurance
marketplaces (California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Mary-
land, Massachusetts, Minne-
sota, Nevada, New York,
Rhode Island, Vermont and
Washington), plus the Dis-
trict of Columbia, are also
offering special enrollment
periods, allowing anyone who
is eligible under the ACA rules
to sign up.

ACA health insurance is
major medical insurance that

covers essential health ben-
efits with no annual or life-
time coverage maximums.
And they can’t charge you
more or deny you coverage
because of a pre-existing
health condition.

You also need to know that
if your annual income will fall
below the 400 percent pov-
erty level, the ACA provides
premium subsidies, which
will reduce the amount you’ll
have to pay for a policy.

To qualify for subsidies
your household’s estimated
income for 2020 must be
under $49,960 for an indi-
vidual, $67,640 for a couple,
or $103,000 for a family of
four. The lower your income
is under these limits the
higher your subsidy will be.

Unemployment benefits
count toward income.

To see how much subsidy
you may qualify for, use Kai-
ser Family Foundation health
insurance marketplace cal-
culator at KFF.org/interac-
tive/subsidy-calculator.

Or, if your income is very
low – below the 138 percent
poverty level – you may qualify

ministrator to find out if yours
is.

In most cases COBRA is
expensive, requiring you to
pay the full monthly premium
yourself. But, if you’ve al-
ready met or nearly met your
employer plan’s deductible
and/or out-of-pocket maxi-
mum for the year, and don’t
want to start over with a new
plan; or if you find your
employer’s health plan to be
better or more affordable than
the marketplace options, it
makes sense to keep your
current coverage under CO-
BRA.

(Send your senior questions
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, Okla. 73070,
or visit SavvySenior.org.)
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NORTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNTS!NORTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNTS!NORTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNTS!NORTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNTS!NORTHEAST MICHIGAN COUNTS!

The 9 questions on the 2020 Census will shape the future of Alcona county for the next
10 years by bringing Federal funding for important programs and services back to our
region.
Make sure your community is represented and fully funded by responding online at
www.my2020census.gov,  over the Census hotline at 844-330-2020, or by mail.

Have a Post Office box as your main mailing address?
Watch for a Census questionnaire delivered to your front door in

June or July and return it by mail.

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at the Alcona Twp.
Hall.  The Variance is requested by Mike Minkos, 4450
Lake Shore Drive, Black River, MI.  he is requesting two
variances.
1.  Mr. Minkos wants to build a pole barn building on the 10
acre property (4455 Laskshore Dr.) he owns directly
across from his home. His home is on the lakeside at 4450
Lakeshore Drive. It is 100 ft. of road frontage 202 ft. deep.
The location of his home on the lot does not allow him to
meet the setbacks required to place the building in the
allowed location of his back yard (roadside).
2. Mr. Minkos is also asking for a variance of 120 sq. ft. to
allow for a 1,920 sq. ft. building his home is 1,800 sq. ft.
Written comments will be accepted by Alcona Township
Clerk, Dawn LaLonde, 4892 LaVergne Rd., Black River,
MI  48721.

By Katie Gervasi
Michigan DNR
The mission of the Michi-

gan Department of Natural
Resources’ Law Enforcement
Division is to, “protect
Michigan’s natural resources
and the environment, and the
health and safety of the pub-
lic through effective law en-
forcement and education.”

It is a physically and men-
tally demanding career that
officers and their families
commit their lives to.

“Our mission evolves based
on how our citizens and stake-
holders engage in outdoor
recreation,” said Steven Bur-
ton, assistant chief of the
DNR’s Law Enforcement Di-
vision. “Our mission has been
shifting for 133 years.”

Early conservation
State historical documents

explain that the conservation
movement began during a
time when most people
thought natural resources
were in infinite supply.

The expanding mission of  DNR COs

Conservation Officer Ivan Perez in a 25-foot SAFE boat
used to patrol Lake Michigan. Photos courtesy of
Michigan DNR.

Michigan citizens then re-
alized there was a shortage of
game, fish, timber and land
due to human overexploit-
ation and took it upon them-
selves to preserve what re-
mained. As a result, citizens
identified the need for natu-
ral resources regulation.

William Alden Smith was
appointed the state’s first
game warden in 1887, estab-
lishing the Law Enforcement
Division. Smith was one of

the first salaried wardens in
the United States.

“As conservation officers,
we ride on the coattails of
those who came before us,”
said Corporal Ivan Perez, a
marine safety specialist with
the DNR’s Law Enforcement
Division. “We understand the
prestige that comes with this
specific type of law enforce-
ment work. We try to uphold
ourselves to that quality and
level of respect in everything
we do.”

Game wardens have always
focused on the state’s natu-
ral resources and the people
who utilize those resources.
Given that, duties of officers
have expanded over time.

“Our mission is to protect
the natural resources and
those who enjoy them,” Bur-
ton said. “Today, this includes
search and rescue, marine,
off-road vehicle, snowmobile,
parks, forests, environmen-
tal protection – in general, all
outdoor recreation and pro-

tection, in addition to duties
inherent to law enforcement
officers.”

Historical developments
In 1907, the game warden’s

mission expanded from “game
and fish” to “game, fish and
forestry.”

In 1921, the Michigan Leg-
islature created the Michigan
Department of Conservation
–the precursor to the Michi-
gan DNR. That same year,
the Conservation Commis-
sion, a citizen body appointed
by the governor, was estab-
lished to provide policy direc-
tion for department activi-
ties.

Throughout the following
decades, the ranks of game
wardens grew.

By 1924, there were 115
conservation officers in Michi-
gan, who were paid $2.50 a
day and each patrolled 841
square miles of land. There
were more than 300 unpaid
deputies who assisted.

Four years later, uniforms
were issued to the 140 offic-
ers who then each patrolled
just over 690 square miles of
land, earning $5.50 per day.
In 1931, a field administra-
tion section was formed to
include wildland fire fighting
and law enforcement.

In 1932, due to the Great
Depression, the division was
reduced to about 120 offic-
ers. In 1933, radios with an
AM-only signal were issued
to officers to report forest fires.

Four years after that, the
state’s 122 officers were is-
sued department handguns
for the first time. Previously,
they had to provide their own
firearms. In 1941, conserva-

tion officers received their first
FM radios. In 1948, the divi-
sion acquired two new com-
mercial fishing patrol boats,
uniforms and two planes.

With the Baby Boom after
World War II, the 1960s sig-
naled a new era in conserva-
tion as more demands were
placed on natural resources
by a growing population. In
1968, the Department of Con-
servation was renamed the
Department of Natural Re-
sources to address broader
responsibilities.

“Shifting funding sources
shifts priorities and creates
new wildlife management
methods,” Burton said. “In
the past, revenue was gener-
ated from license sales and
excise taxes. Now, it is shift-
ing to funding models like the
Recovering America’s Wild-
life Act, timber sales, state
land leasing (minerals, gas
and oil), non-motorized use
permits, camping or recre-
ational fees, and sometimes,
an increase in general fund
budgets.”

As the department’s re-
sponsibilities expanded, so
did the need to protect
Michigan’s resources. This
created an emphasis on build-
ing relationships with local
user groups and concerned
sportsmen and women who
have similar goals.

During the 1970s, the
number of conservation offic-
ers in the division rose from
162 to 202 who were each
responsible for patrolling any-
where from 478 to 597 square
miles.

“Our state’s population has
boomed since those days,”
Perez said. “What used to be
corn fields are now subdivi-
sions. It’s harder to establish
a good rapport with people –
we don’t have enough officers
in the field to constantly know
what’s going on in every single
town like a small-agency of-
ficer may know. We will al-
ways rely on local relation-
ships and for people to report
complaints and tips.”

Today, the DNR is funded
for 252 conservation officers
– an all-time high.

“I’m proud of the excellent
work force we have today,”
said Gary Hagler, chief of the
DNR Law Enforcement Divi-
sion. “We have sworn officers
and civilian employees that
are flexible and adaptable to
the evolving nature of con-
servation law enforcement.”

Today’s Roles
and Tradition

The current structure of
the Law Enforcement Divi-
sion includes at least two con-
servation officers assigned to
patrol each of Michigan’s 83
counties. The officers are re-
quired to live in the counties
they patrol. Sergeants and
lieutenants oversee the day-
to-day operations at the local
level.

In addition, there are lieu-
tenants, captains and execu-
tive and civilian staffers who
manage operations at a re-
gional and divisional level,
and specialized units of con-
servation officers that include
employment, training, legal
and technology, recreational
safety, education and enforce-
ment, special investigations,
Great Lakes enforcement and
environmental investigations.

Continued on page 7
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Alcona Community Schools
Notice of a Public Hearing

On Proposed 2020-2021 Budget

Please Take Notice that on June 8, 2020 at 5:30 p.m. at
Alcona Community Schools’ Innovation Lab, Lincoln, Michi-
gan, the Board of Education of Alcona Community Schools
will hold a public hearing electronically pursuant to  Order
2020-75 through Michigan Executive Zoom to consider the
District’s Proposed 2020-2021 budget.  The link to the
Zoom meeting is located under the  events section on the
School District’s website at www.alconaschools.net.

The Board may not adopt its proposed 2020-2021 budget
until after a public hearing.  A copy of the proposed 2020-
2021 budget, including the proposed property tax millage
rate, is available for public inspection during normal busi-
ness hours at Alcona Community Schools District Office at
51 North Barlow Road, Lincoln, Michigan 48742. Please
contact  Nicholas Cordes, Business Manager/Food Ser-
vice Director at 989-736-6212  or
cordesn@alconaschools.net to set up an appointment to
obtain an  electronic or hard copy.

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to
support the proposed budget will be a subject of this
hearing.

This notice is given by order of the Board of Education.

5/27 & 6/3

DNR COs Continued from page 6

“When there was less popu-
lation in an area, you knew a
lot of people, and a lot of
people knew you,” Perez said.
“We used to knock on the
door and do a lot of property
visits. I still talk to the game
warden who worked my spot
prior to me because there’s
always some wisdom he can
share about a person, family
or the county – there’s a lot of
history there. There used to
be more kids involved in the
outdoors; technology didn’t
keep them inside.”

“It’s up to the individual
officers to reach out to people
in their community to build
relationships,” Perez said.
“Often, when we contact fami-
lies, parents will tell their
child, ‘this is who protects
the deer,’ but we also protect
the rights and safety of the
people who hunt the deer.”

Education goes together
with communication, and
conservation officers have
always maintained a strong
tradition of educating the
public, particularly youth,
about the natural resources.

“What has remained con-
stant to every conservation
officer in Michigan, old or new,
is that we understand our
responsibility to the youth of
this state – to ensure they’re
educated and understand the
importance of our Great
Lakes, forests, hunting and
fishing,” Perez explained.
“Hunting and fishing isn’t a
right by law. I don’t know if
people will still be hunting
and fishing in 50 years, but I
hope so. I’ll know that I did
my part to help shape and
encourage young minds to
manage wildlife and enjoy the
natural resources.”

Technology and Training
Despite the learning curve

that comes with modern tech-
nology, global positioning sat-
ellite (GPS) systems and digi-
tal documentation of evidence
have their benefits for a con-
servation officer’s job.

“Technology has enhanced
an officer’s ability to investi-
gate a crime,” Perez said. “We
can pull up a map to look at a
piece of property to see who
owns it and log daily reports
from our patrol vehicles. It
used to be you had a radio in
your patrol vehicle that might
be spotty at times. If you didn’t
have that radio, you were lit-
erally on your own.”

The DNR’s 10th Conserva-
tion Officer Academy will be-
gin in July. During the 23-
week academy, recruits will
be trained in state and na-
tional standards in general
law enforcement, natural re-
source law and protection,
survival skills and tactics, and

A conservation officer uses her mobile device to view
property lines while conducting a fishing patrol.
equipment and technology.

Growing up hunting and
fishing, Danny Walzak met
several conservation officers
and admired their commit-
ment to enforcing laws and
helping others. Today, Con-
servation Officer Walzak, who
began his career in 1978,
patrols Wayne County and
has the most seniority in the
DNR Law Enforcement Divi-
sion.

“Everything a recruit goes
through today was there in
my academy – criminal con-
tacts, search and seizure pro-
cedures – but it was in a
reverse order,” Walzak said.
“After attending orientation
in Roscommon, I was sent
home to begin training with
field officers and then at-
tended a regional police acad-
emy at Northern Michigan
University in Marquette.”

Once the officer recruits in
the upcoming academy
graduate in December, they
will receive a new Chevrolet
Silverado patrol truck and
spend about six months as
probationary conservation
officers working with field
training officers throughout
the state.

“We had basic equipment
when I started as a conserva-
tion officer,” Walzak said. “My
first patrol vehicle was a 1977
Plymouth Gran Fury, a com-
mon police vehicle at the
time.”

During the probation pe-
riod, new officers will gain
hands-on experience and re-
ceive specialized training with
snowmobiles, marine vessels
and off-road vehicles.

“When I started, I had a
16-foot skiff,” Perez said.
“Now, I patrol with a 25-foot
Safe-boat with enough elec-
tronics to land you on the
moon. We have the best boats
and vehicles that can handle
all terrains and transport.”

This equipment is essen-
tial to the work conservation
officers do and helps save
lives every year.

Boy Scouts gather around a deer and listen to instruc-
tion from a Michigan conservation officer.

Serving in the U.S. Coast
Guard, Perez was eventually
stationed in Michigan to pa-
trol the Great Lakes, where
he met and worked with con-
servation officers. In 1995,
Perez became a Michigan DNR
conservation officer. He has
spent most of his career as a
conservation officer patrolling
west Michigan’s Ottawa
County.

Perez said the greatest perk
of being a conservation of-
ficer today is having the abil-
ity to patrol areas as they see
fit, according to various sea-
sons and time of the year, to
focus on the specific resource
protection needs in each
county.

“It’s always changing,”
Perez said. “And that’s some-
thing that’s never changed.”

Visit Michigan.gov/
ConservationOfficers to learn
more about the DNR Law
Enforcement Division and its
conservation officers.

Alcona Review Website
www.alconareview.com

For  local news, resources
& so much more!

Check out the



Page 8, Alcona County Review May 27, 2020

COUNTER TOPS

HD-LAMINATE / CORIAN
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Specializing in Contemporary
Kitchens, Baths, Furniture
& Office Systems &
Ceramic Tile

State Licensed

433 S. US-23,
Harrisville, MI 48740

Jeffrey R. Susan, Owner
(989) 724-6623

CLEARVIEW CAR WASH
US 23 North, East Tawas & Oscoda
STATE STREET AUTO WASH

105 Mason St., Alpena (989) 356-1923

*Charges are automatically deducted monthly

from

MONTHLY UNLIMITED WASHES
       With the Everwash App

Find
*Per month$$$$$16161616160000000000

At

K & B Fence
Chain Link, Split Rail, Vinyl.

We can take care of all your fence needs.
New Fence and Repairs, we can do it all.

Snow Plowing • Custom Gates

Barb Bradley
(989) 255-5203

Now Accepting Credit Cards

Glennie, MI
249 N. Ripley St. ALPENA • 989-356-1157

• Full Service Auto Repair
• Alignments
• Tires
• Truck & Auto Accessories

WE WILL BEAT
ANY WRITTEN

ESTIMATE

RRRRRITCHIEITCHIEITCHIEITCHIEITCHIE R R R R REPAIREPAIREPAIREPAIREPAIR

Adam Ritchie
Master ASE-Cert. (989) 724-3250

Heavy Truck &
Auto Repair

366 S. US-23,
 Harrisville

HARRIS
CONSTRUCTION

Mechanical Contractor
State Licensed and Insured
harrisjeff1965@yahoo.com

Building Plumbing & Heating
(989) 737-1870 • (989) 724-5244

One Contractor-Start to Finish
Licensed Builder • Remodeling Specialist • Master Plumber

Jeffrey Harris
4963 Campbell St.

Greenbush, MI 48738

Joe Gonzales
Licensed Builder
(989) 464-2337

P.O. Box 552
Harrisville, MI 48740
Licensed & Insured

(989) 356-9641              Fax: 354-4660

3146 US-23 South                Alpena, MI 49707

JOHN or STEVE PLOWMAN

Established 1969

ABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISION
Environmentally Friendly Green Collision Shop.

Dave Abend, Owner,
Phone: 989-471-2811
Fax: 989-471-2291

10130 US-23
Ossineke, MI 49766

e-mail: abc@abendbrothers.com

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING
COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

Licensed - Insured - Certified
3021 S. State, Glennie, Michigan 48737

HEATING & COOLING

989-735-4255
Serving Northeast Michigan!

DAVID SWEET

Backwoods Home Maintenance
by Joe

ROOFING
Painting - Snow Plowing - Siding - Power Washing

Repairs of Any Type • 30 years experience

Mark A. Shultz, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

297 S. State St.
Oscoda, MI 48750
Office: (989) 739-5469
Fax: (866) 462-1226
Toll Free: (866) 739-5469

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

STAN FOURNIER PLUMBING
Stan’s Softwater Systems

Master Plumber
#81-10142

4196 Dellar Rd.,
Harrisville, MI 48740

Call (989) 724-6171
Licensed and Insured

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
House closings

NORTHEAST MICHIGAN’S BOAT SOURCE
Mercury Outboards • MerCruiser

J.C. Pontoons • ShoreMaster Hoists • Lund
MirroCraft Aluminum Boats & Docks

FRED SIEBERT
Parts & Service

VIKING MARINE, INC.

JOHN M. UNKOVICH
Sales & Service

4968 N. HUBBARD LAKE ROAD, SPRUCE, MICHIGAN 48762

(989) 727-2797
vikingmarine-hubbardlake.com

Certified Mercury & MerCruiser Parts & Service

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Area Businesses At  Your Service

Color Copies • Envelopes • Fliers • Stationery
2, 3 & 4 Part Forms • Newsletters • Business Cards

Rubber Stamps • Raffle Tickets

The AAAAAlcona CCCCCounty RRRRReview
111 N. Lake Street, Harrisville • 724-6384

Double E Designs
E

 Refurbish damaged table tops
 Freshen up your Kitchen with new cupboard doors
 Add drawer slides to any kitchen cupboard

 Builder of one-of-a-kind kitchen cabinetry and
furniture for any room

Ed Eddinger
(989) 736-6104

FREE
pickup & delivery

989-739-4810 1-800-890-0303
Mobile Glass Service

Stone Chip Repair

TRUCK ACCESSORIES
Residential • Commerical • Custom Glass Services

www.transautoglass.com

We Waive Deductible
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By Fifi Rodriguez Moments In Time

By The History Channel

Strange But True
By Lucie Winborne

• On June 3, 1800, President John Adams becomes the
first acting president to take up residence in Washington,
D.C. Unfortunately the White House was not yet finished, so
Adams moved into temporary digs at Tunnicliffe's City Hotel
near the also half-finished Capitol building.

• On June 6, 1833, in Maryland, President Andrew Jack-
son boards a Baltimore & Ohio Railroad steam train for a
pleasure trip to Baltimore, becoming the first president to
take a ride on an "Iron Horse." The B&O Railroad began
operation in 1828 with horse-drawn cars.

• On June 1, 1926, Norma Jeane Mortenson -- who would
become known as the actress and sex symbol Marilyn Monroe
-- is born in Los Angeles. During World War II, a photographer
"discovered" the photogenic Norma Jeane working in a
California munitions factory.

• On June 2, 1935, baseball great Babe Ruth ends his
Major League career after 22 seasons, 10 World Series and
714 home runs. The following year, Ruth was one of the first
five players inducted into the sport's hall of fame.

• On June 5, 1949, bestselling thriller writer Ken Follett is
born in Wales. After college he wrote a novel just for the $400
advance, which he needed to fix his car. The book flopped,
and after 10 more novels he finally broke through with "The
Eye of the Needle" in 1979.

• On June 7, 1962, the banking institution Credit Suisse
opens the first drive-through bank in Switzerland in down-
town Zurich. After mounting problems with Zurich's down-
town traffic led to fewer and fewer customers, the drive-thru
was closed in 1983.

• On June 4, 1986, Jonathan Pollard pleads guilty to
espionage for selling top-secret U.S. military intelligence
information to Israel. The former Navy intelligence analyst
sold enough classified documents to fill a medium-sized
room. He was sentenced to life in prison.

(c) 2020 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

•  The first sunglasses were invented in 12th-century
China and made from smoked quartz. While providing no
protection against harmful UV rays, they did give some relief
from the sun's glare and also served as a valuable tool for
Chinese judges, allowing them to seem emotionally detached
during interrogations.

• English Romantic poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-
1834) is credited with the first printed use of the words
"selfless," "psychosomatic," "bipolar" and "bisexual."

• A study by neurologists showed that some patients
suffering from brain trauma and damage on the right-hand
side of their brain have a compulsive obsession to tell jokes
they find hilarious, while not finding other peoples' jokes
funny at all.

• The hacker group Anonymous once sent thousands of all-
black faxes to the Church of Scientology to deplete all of their
ink cartridges.

• May 29 is officially "Put a Pillow on Your Fridge Day." This
curious holiday derives from an old custom of placing a piece
of cloth from one's bedroom in a place where food was kept,
helping to ensure a supply of future plenty to the household.

• Sierra Leone is the world's roundest country and sits not
too far from Egypt -- the world's squarest country.

• Nearly 3% of the ice in Antarctic glaciers is composed of
penguin urine. Due to the subzero temperature in that area,
it can't evaporate.

• Think you hate going to the dentist? A 12-year-old French
boy once faked his own kidnapping to get out of it! After being
located in a village 100 miles from his home, the lad lied to
police, even describing his kidnapper's distinctive cheek
scar. Only after they had searched for a month and re-
questioned him did the boy confess.

***
Thought for the Day: "A clever person solves a problem. A

wise person avoids it." -- Albert Einstein
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. U.S. STATES: Which of the 48 contiguous United States has the largest land area?
2. TELEVISION: What city does SpongeBob SquarePants live in?
3. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: What color is cyan?
4. FOOD & DRINK: In beer styles, what does the designation IPA mean?
5. GEOGRAPHY: Which two countries share the longest border?
6. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of squirrels called?
7. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: Which famous author once wrote, "As full of spirit as the
month of May, and as gorgeous as the sun in Midsummer"?
8. MOVIES: In the 2020 movie, what is the real name of the superhero in "Black
Widow"?
9. BUSINESS: Which animal is featured in the Porsche auto logo?
10. HISTORY: What was the name of the dog who was first to orbit the Earth in a space
vehicle?

Answers: 1. Texas; 2. Bikini Bottom; 3. Blue; 4. India pale ale; 5. The United States and Canada; 6. A scurry or dray; 7. William
Shakespeare; 8. Natasha Romanoff; 9. A horse; 10. Laika (c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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BBBBBuggy RRRRRides
From the files of the Alcona County Review

Weekly Report

Climatological Observations taken by Stanley L. Darmofal at the Harrisville National Weather Service Coop
Station  located 1.8 miles NNE of Harrisville Post Office. Observations for each day are from midnight through
11:59 p.m. T=Trace (less than 0.005" Water Content.)

Weekly Total                   1.33                           0.78   0.63
May to Date                    1.43                            2.85   1.95
Year to Date     7.48                           8.94                            9.50

 Date High        Low
Water

Content
Av. Wind
Speed

Dominant
Direction

May 17                           47            39                   0.32                   8.8        22   NNE
May 18                          46             42                   0.99                   13.0         28   NE
May 19                          48             44                   0.02                     8.5         26   NNE
May 20            52             40                   0.00                    2.5         19   NE
May 21            55             37                   0.00                    2.0         9             NE
May 22                          64             41                   0.00                     1.6                  8                     SSW
May 23                           59             45                   0.00                     1.5                  8              S

Harrisville Climatological Observations for  2020

High
Speed

Temperature (F°) Miles Per Hour

Precipitation Summary (Inches)

2020 2019 Normal

Established 1969

ABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISION

Dave Abend, Owner,

Phone: 989-471-2811

Fax: 989-471-2291
10130 US-23

Ossineke, MI 49766

Environmentally
Friendly Green
Collision Shop.

e-mail: abc@abendbrothers.com

Caledonia citizen killed in a runaway
Albert Farrar thrown under wagon while

 driving to Alpena

May 27, 1920 ~ Albert
Farrar of Caledonia received
injuries Friday in a runaway
from which he died the fol-
lowing day.

Mr. and Mrs. Farrar were
driving to Alpena when one of
the horses became frightened
and started to run. Mrs.
Farrar jumped clear of the
wagon but Mr. Farrar fell un-
der the wheels and received
the injuries which later
caused his death. Mrs. Farrar
fractured her hip when she
jumped and is in a serious
condition at Donald McRae
Hospital in Alpena.

Mr. Farrar was about 75

Lincoln
business

entered by
thieves

May 28, 1970 ~ The
O’Callaghan Drug Store in
Lincoln, was broken into and
entered late Monday night or
early Tuesday morning.

According to the Alcona
County Sheriff’s Department
an air conditioner unit was
removed from a window to
gain entry. Arnold Johnston,
on his way to work at Miller’s
Hardware, noticed the open
window, and called Mrs.
O’Callaghan, who notified the
Sheriff.

A quantity of drugs, hypo-
dermic needles, and syringes
were taken from a shelf, and
twenty dollars in bills and
eight dollars in change, was
taken from the cash register.

The breaking and entering
is still under investigation.

Memorial Day services well attended
May 31, 1945 ~ A large

crowd turned out for the Me-
morial Day Services held in
the Harrisville Auditorium
Wednesday morning. A very
appropriate program was pre-
sented which included mu-
sic, song, recitation and a
Memorial Day address by
Ernest H. Chapelle of
Ypsilanti.

A resident of Harrisville in
his earlier days, Mr. Chapelle
recalled a number of similar
Memorial Day programs put
on here in which he took part.
In his discourse he stated
that there was only one great
Memorial Day address - The
Gettysburg Address - and in
his talk he outlined these fa-
mous words of The Great
Emancipator, Abraham Lin-
coln.

Following the program at
the auditorium, the crowd
assembled at the Memorial
Stone at the courthouse park.
A wreath was placed on the
Memorial in memory of fallen
heroes of World War I, and
baskets of flowers were placed
at the base in memory of Wil-
liam Brenner, Hubert
Ferguson and Grover Noyes.

Two beautiful, blue spruce
trees were planted in the
courthouse park by the Har-
risville Garden Club, as a liv-
ing memorial to Hubert
Ferguson and Grover C.
Noyes, Harrisville’s two World
War II casualties. These
seven-foot trees were placed
on each side of the court-
house building and were dedi-

cated with fitting words by S.
K. Erickson, following ser-
vices at the Memorial Stone.
The tree on the north side of
the courthouse was dedicated
to Grover, the one on the
south to Hubert.

Short services at each cem-
etery were conducted by
Sidney Townsend.

The committee in charge of
this memorial program to our
honored dead, deserves a vote
of thanks from our commu-
nity for their successful ef-
forts.

Alcona County has lost
nineteen servicemen in the
present conflict. Their names
follow:

Noble McCollough, U.S.
Marines Paratroop Div. first
World War II casualty. Died
in England of wounds received
in action.

Victor Burt, killed in ac-
tion January 1, 1943, on New
Guinea Island in Southwest
Pacific.

A. C. Malcolm Carnahan,
killed in crash at Shaw Field,
Sumpter, North Carolina,
June 17, 1943.

Coxswain Richard Elmer,
killed in action in the South-
west Pacific area November
20, 1943.

Boatswain’s Mate 2-C
Melvin Burger, drowned in
Thunder Bay, March 6, 1944.
Body recovered 16 days after
tragedy.

Coxswain Richard J.
Bamfield, November 24, 1943.
Serving aboard U. S. S.
Liscombe Bay.

Technician 4th Grade,
Ralph Curl, killed in action
February 16, 1944, in Italy.

John LaBaza, of Haynes,
killed in action in France June
18, 1944.

Basil Lee of Mikado, killed
in action in Normandy on D-
Day June 6, 1944.

Manley La Fleur of
Curtisville, killed in action.
Word received in August
1944.

Charles Mayes of Mikado,
killed in action in France on
November 3, 1944.

Pvt. Steve Bielusiak of
Haynes, killed in Italy Octo-
ber 12, 1944.

Sgt. William Thompson of
Harrisville, killed in France.

Word received in December
1944.

Pvt. Hubert Ferguson, of
Harrisville dies in hospital in
France, December 3, 1944.

Floyd Yuill of Haynes, killed
in action in France, Decem-
ber 9, 1944.

Glenn Pamamce, Indian,
of Mikado, killed in Germany,
word received January 16,
1945.

Pfc. Ned O. Wiedbrauk of
Curran, killed in France
March 15, 1945.

Richard McGuire of Mi-
kado, killed in Italy, April 28,
1945.

Grover C. Noyes, killed in
action April 6. 1945 at
Okinawa.

years of age and came to that
part of Caledonia known as
Pine Grove about 10 years
ago when quite a number of
settlers came from Kalkaska
and Livingston counties and
took up state homestead
lands. He was well known
and respected in that local-
ity.

Besides his widow, there
are three sons surviving:
Herbert and Tyler of
Caledonia and William of
Flint.

Funeral services were held
Tuesday at Spruce from the
church of the Latter Day
Saints.

Twelve
inducted

into honor
society

May 28, 1970 ~ The Na-
tional Junior Honor Society,
under the direction of Mrs.
Benghauser, sponsored an
honors assembly on Wednes-
day, May 20 in the high school
gym, at which time twelve
students were inducted into
the Society.

The students were elected
by a panel of their teachers
because they were outstand-
ing in scholarship, leadership,
citizenship, service, and char-
acter. Mr. Gruden presented
membership pins and certifi-
cates to the following stu-
dents:

9th Grade: John
MacMaster, Kenneth Man-
ning, William Skiba.

8th Grade: Joseph Lessard,
Russell McCuUough, Kathy
Tibor, Harold Truman.

7th Grade: Daniel
McCullough, Donald
Milwrick, Karl Schroeder,
Sheri Somers, Roxanne Ster-
ling.

Following the induction
ceremony, awards were made
to students outstanding in
other fields: Attendance, Ser-
vice, Art, Athletics, Cheer-
leading, Forensics, Writing,
Rifle Club, and Honor Roll
Achievement.
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PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

SharboneauSharboneauSharboneauSharboneauSharboneau
& Sons& Sons& Sons& Sons& Sons

Excavating, Demolition,
septic systems, topsoil,

 sand and gravel.
All excavating needs.
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured

(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148

BINGO

Mikado Goodfellows Bingo ev-
ery Monday 6:30 p.m. at Mikado
Civic Center.  Winner-takes-all
game and hot ball. All proceeds
to charity.

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Buying standing timber, minimum
five acres. Cole Forest Products
(989) 736-8928.

FOR RENT BUYING
TIMBEROne bedroom, one bath, all utili-

ties included, one car garage,
one block from downtown
Harrisville, $650 per month, avail-
able April 4. (989) 362-4400.

LEGAL NOTICE

Custom Painting
& Refinishing

References – Insured
Phone: (989) 736-3446

Interior Specialists

Special Winter
Rates on all

Interior Painting
Wood Graining/Faux

Finishes
Textured Ceilings &
all Exterior Painting
30 years experience

Notice of Mortgage
Foreclosure Sale

Notice of foreclosure by adver-
tisement. Notice is given under
section 3212 of the revised judi-
cature act of 1961, 1961 PA
236, MCL 600.3212, that the
following mortgage will be fore-
closed by a sale of the mort-
gaged premises, or some part of
them, at a public auction sale to
the highest bidder for cash or
cashier’s check at the place of
holding the circuit court in Alcona
County, starting promptly at 10
a.m., on June 17, 2020.
The amount due on the mort-
gage may be greater on the day
of the sale. Placing the highest
bid at the sale does not auto-
matically entitle the purchaser
to free and clear ownership of
the property. A potential pur-
chaser is encouraged to contact
the county register of deeds of-
fice or a title insurance com-
pany, either of which may charge
a fee for this information.
Attention homeowner: If you are
a military service member on
active duty, if your period of ac-
tive duty has concluded less than
90 days ago, or if you have been
ordered to active duty, please
contact the attorney for the party
foreclosing the mortgage at the
telephone number stated in this
notice.
To all purchasers: This sale may
be rescinded by the foreclosing
mortgagee. In that event, your
damages, if any, are limited
solely to the return of the bid

amount tendered at sale, plus
interest. Mortgage sale – A mort-
gage was granted by Richard G.
Labonte Jr., a single man,
mortgagor(s), to Alpena Alcona
Area Credit Union, 1100 S.
Bagley, Alpena, Mich. 49707,
mortgagee, dated January 5,
2006, and recorded in the office
of the register of deeds for Al-
cona County, and state of Michi-
gan on January 9, 2006, in Liber
426 on page 1,253, on which
mortgage there is claimed to be
due, at the date of this notice, for
principal and interest the sum of
forty three thousand forty three
and  12/100ths ($43,043.12) dol-
lars including interest at 6.625
percent per annum along with
attorney fees and costs as pro-
vided for in said mortgage, and
no suit or proceedings at law or in
equity having been instituted to
recover the moneys secured by
said mortgage or any part thereof.
Notice is hereby given, that by
virtue of the power of sale con-
tained in said mortgage, and pur-
suant to the statute of the State
of Michigan in such case made
and provided, notice is hereby
given that on the date and time
stated above, the undersigned
will sell at public auction, to the
highest bidder, the premises de-
scribed in said mortgage, or so
much thereof as may be neces-
sary to pay the amount so as
aforesaid due on said mortgage,
and all other legal costs, charges
and expenses including the said
attorney’s fee, also any sum or

sums which may be paid by the
undersigned, necessary to pro-
tect their interest in the premises.
Said premises are described as
follows: Township of Caledonia,
County of Alcona, State of Michi-
gan, to wit: Part of the NE 1/4 of
the NE 1/4 of Section 9, T28N,
R8E, described as: Commenc-
ing at the NE corner of Section 9,
T28N, R8E, thence west 276.6
feet to the point of beginning;
thence west 60 feet; thence south
130 feet; thence east 60 feet;
thence north 130 feet to the point
of beginning. Subject to any part
thereof that may be used for road
right of way purposes.
More commonly known as: 1470
E. Spruce Road, Spruce, Mich.
48762.
The redemption period shall be
six (6) months from the date of
such sale, unless determined
abandoned in accordance with
1948CL 600.3241a, in which case
the redemption period shall be
thirty (30) days from the date of
such sale. If the property is sold
at foreclosure sale, pursuant to
MCL 600.3278, the borrower will
be held responsible to the person
who buys the property at the
mortgage foreclosure sale or to
the mortgage holder for damage
to the property during the re-
demption period.
Karen L. Rowse-Oberle (P41893)
Attorney for Mortgagee
24525 Harper Avenue
St. Clair Shores, Mich. 48080
(586) 777-0770
Dated: 5-13-2020
5-13, 5-20, 5-27, 6-10

CLASSIFIEDS
Ads may be brought in to our office at 111 Lake St., Harrisville

Cost per ad is $4.50 for the first 10 words and  15¢ for each word thereafter.
Boxed ads are $5 per column inch.

Ads and payment must be received by 4 p.m. Monday.
All Classified Ads MUST be Paid in Advance.

We accept: Cash, Checks, Visa, Mastercard & Discover

Call 989-724-6384

Now hiring RNs, LPNs, CNAs
and a cook. Apply at Jamieson
Nursing Home, 790 South US-
23, Harrisville, Mich. 48740. (989)
724-6889.

Central Boiler Certified Classic
Edge outdoor furnaces. Excep-
tional performance and value. Call
today! Gauthier Heating & Cool-
ing (989) 471-2478.

2013 Ford Focus Hatchback
140,000 miles in good condition.
Asking $6800. Call 989-619-5865.

Kem Weber (1889-
1963) followed a strange
path in his life, going
from a farmer in Berlin
to a famous modern ar-
chitect and designer in
the United States. He
apprenticed in 1908 un-
der a famous cabinet-
maker. In 1926, he was
chosen to supervise the
construction of the Ger-
man Pavilion at the
1910 exhibition in
Brussels. A few years
later, he went to Cali-
fornia to design the
German exhibit at the
1915 exhibition in San
Francisco. But he was
trapped in America by
World War I and was
refused permission to
return home to Ger-
many when the war
ended. He had several
art-related jobs. He
taught art in a studio in
Santa Barbara, and in
1921 he went to Los
Angeles and worked in
the design studio of a
furniture and decorat-
ing store. In 1924, he
became an American
citizen. By 1926, he was
the only designer and
cabinetmaker produc-
ing modern designs on
the West Coast. He cre-

Kovels: Antiques &
Collecting

By Terry and Kim Kovel

This chair made by
Kem Weber in 1934
comes apart so the
back can be laid flat to
hold the seat and legs
in a compact, space-
saving package. It
takes less space and
money to ship. A few
were made, but no fur-
niture company
wanted to gamble on
such a modern design
until the 1990s, when
this Airline chair was
again produced.

Airline Chair

ated now-famous silver cocktail shakers and tea
sets, and he decorated homes and store interiors.

In 1934, he created his famous sleek "Airline"
chair. It was made to be taken apart so the pieces
could be packed flat for inexpensive shipping. He
was the main architect for Walt Disney Studios by
1939, and Disney ordered 300 of the chairs, but no
more were made until 1993. His designs influ-
enced many others while he continued to teach
and design private houses. Today, streamlined
designs by Kem Weber are famous and hard to
find. A set of four unmarked Airline chairs were
estimated at $8,000 to $10,000 at a Rago auction
recently, but they did not sell. Perhaps the historic
design is still a little ahead of its time.

***
Q: I saw a Rookwood vase marked with the

Rookwood mark and "ETH" at an antiques show.
What does that stand for?

A: That is the monogram of the artist Edward
Timothy Hurley (1869-1950), who worked at
Rookwood from 1896 to 1948. His vases with
landscape designs done at Rookwood sell for high
prices. Hurley also did etchings, pastels and wa-
tercolors. He made several pieces in bronze, and
was an author and illustrator of several books. His
large vases call for thousands of dollars.

***
CURRENT PRICES
Vase, earthenware, gunmetal glaze, incised,

applied shapes, footed, signed "Ted Randall," con-
temporary, 12 1/2 x 16 inches, $315.

Hall tree, Gothic Revival, walnut, arched mir-
ror, three drawers, gallery, masks, hooks, 96 x 48
inches, $1,350.

Letter opener, gilded silver, nephrite, enamel,
double eagle finial, laurel leaf swag, wooden box,
11 1/2 x 1 inches, $2,460.

Weathervane, crowing rooster, stands on ball,
copper, mounted on stand, c. 1900, 36 inches,
$4,920.

***
TIP: Wash art glass in lukewarm water with a

little softening agent and some mild dishwashing
soap.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

I ventured into town today to check on the
rumor: the town was dead, the streets empty, not
a soul in sight.

It was mostly true. Very few cars were parked
along the main drag, and those were in front of
restaurants open for sidewalk takeout service
only.

I did spot a knot of people in front of the coffee
shop, which was my true destination. A half dozen
of the early-morning regulars (all elderly veterans)
were fanned out on the sidewalk, leaning on canes
or sitting in folding chairs. I parked the car and
approached the walkup service window. As I did,
one of the vets whipped out a folding wooden tape
measure and aimed it at me as he opened it to the
full length.

"Six feet," he said. "Eight, if you count my arm."
I nodded and steered a wide circuit around him.
At the service window the clerk shoved a small

credit card reader through the window. "No cash,"
she said. I fumbled my one credit card into the

Veterans Post
By Freddy Groves

Vets keep distance outside coffee shop
machine, and she slid my coffee out the window,
slamming it firmly afterward.

I hung around at the edge of the group, pretend-
ing to study the menu in the coffee shop window.
Eventually they started talking again, and as
usual, I listened.

What I heard, in the middle of this dead town,
gave me hope: One veteran was looking forward to
his grandson taking him out on the water. Another
looked forward to the birth of another great-
grandchild. A third one was calculating the pos-
sible success of hijacking the grocery store delivery
truck and making off with the toilet paper. I even
heard some laughter.

It was then that I knew we'll be OK.
A constant reminder: Wash your hands with

antibacterial soap, and scrub for a full minute. Use
a brush under your nails -- better yet, keep your
nails trimmed very short.

(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.
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HARRISVILLE TOWNSHIP
DUST CONTROL USERS

Your township will reimburse you 50% of you cost up to
$100 per individual resident for one (1) oiling.
Your paid receipt must be sent to the clerks office by
September 15, 2020.

Roger Jamieson
1054 S. Poor Farm Rd.

Harrisville, MI 48740
Any questions, call Clerk 989-724-6388

5/20 & 5/27

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. at the Alcona Twp.
Hall.  The Variance is requested by Rocky Ridge Lumber,
LLC, (Ross Shaum) 3353 Black River Rd., Black River, MI.
The Petitioner is planning on dividing and combining his
properties to creating a 30 acre parcel that will house the
current farm buildings, their residence and a sawmill in an
existing building on the east side of the development. The
Ordinance, Sec. 9.15A, requires this SLU development to
be 250 ft. from an off-premises residence.  They are
requesting a variance of 7 ft. to meet this requirement.
Written comments will be accepted by Alcona Township
Clerk, Dawn LaLonde, 4892 LaVergne Rd., Black River,
MI  48721.

THE  HOLLYHOCK
EMPORIUM
Clothing Consignment

& Artisan Retail
• Clothing

• Shoes/Bags
• Handmade Goods

301 E. Main Street, Harrisville

Check us out on InstagramLike us on Facebook

Drop offs by appointment only! Thank you

Call (989) 916-6500 for Hours

Miranda
Baker

and all 2020
Alcona High

School
Graduates

The  Hollyhock Emporium
Congratulates

Although people could not
get around, birds still flew
north this spring.  The Straits
of Mackinac is famous for
concentrating birds, espe-
cially raptors, that seek the
shortest way to cross the
Great Lakes enroute to On-
tario nesting grounds.

Mackinac Straits Raptor
Watch conducted two ele-
ments of hawk research even
though the group could not
welcome visitors or hold its
annual Mackinaw Raptor
Fest.

Golden Eagles always ar-
rive first.  This year they be-
gan to fly through Mackinaw
City, Mich. on March 6, as
recorded by contracted hawk
counter Kevin Georg. “So far,
I have tallied 206 of these
eagles, up from last year’s
count of 181.  Back in 2015,
374 golden eagles passed by
here, the most at any hawk
count site east of the Missis-
sippi River, Georg said.  “I’m
proud of my help to confirm
that there is a healthy east-
ern population of this power-
ful hunter known mostly from
out west.”

Among the 57,400 raptors
of 17 species counted by
Georg this spring were two
rare black vultures, common
in the southern U.S., and a
single Swainson’s hawk, a
bird more typical of the Great
Plains.   In addition, he spied
six leucistic (partial albino)
red-tailed hawks and a highly
unusual leucistic golden
eagle. “It showed a lot of white
on its plumage, but with
clearly-visible golden feath-
ers on the back of its head
and neck,” he said.

To date, 493 bald eagles
have also migrated by the
site. Georg will work until
June 6 before returning home
to Pennsylvania.

Besides completing its sev-
enth year in a row of count-
ing hawks and eagles, MSRW
initiated another element of
raptor research.  Contractor
Nick Alioto from Ontario
worked with MSRW Chair-
man Ed Pike to band hawks.

During April and May they
banded and released 142
birds of 11 species. Nick Alioto
described his first-ever band-
ing of a golden eagle: “On
April 28, a gusty, cloudy, cold
day, an immature golden
eagle swooped in to check
out what we were doing. Just
beforehand, several red-
tailed and broad-winged
hawks quickly left without
any apparent reason. The

Rare raptors seen this spring at Straits

Nick Alioto with a golden eagle -- one of 206 counted
during migration. A close up of the raptor's deadly
talons (bottom). Courtesy photos.

next thing I knew, a golden
came out of nowhere and
crash-landed at the banding
station.

“They are so heavy-bodied
that they cannot spring into
the air quickly. Without
thinking, I raced out of the
blind and pinned down the
bird with my bare hands.
Before realizing it, I had cap-
tured this magnificent bird
and was holding its legs to
stay safe from the talons.
What a rush and it all hap-
pened so fast.”

On May 12, at the end of a
very slow day, Alioto cap-
tured another unusual bird:
a young red-tailed hawk.
“What was unique was that it
was wearing a band already.
Getting a recapture like this
is quite uncommon. Probably
less the one percent of diur-
nal raptors banded are re-
trapped at a different sta-
tion.  Most returns on banded
hawks and other species too,
are from dead birds,” Alioto
said.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, which permits and
oversees all trained bird
banders, reported that this
hawk had been banded April

2 and released in Holly, Mich.
It had spent 39 days mean-
dering 238 miles north to
Mackinaw City. In a great
twist, the red-tail had been
banded by former MSRW owl
researcher, Selena Creed
from Michigan.

Such returns add to knowl-
edge about the birds, while
the high numbers banded
this spring further prove the
importance of the Straits as a
migration concentration
point.

The Mackinac Straits Rap-
tor Watch, a nonprofit orga-
nization, conducts scientific
studies of hawks and owls
migrating through this re-
gion of northern Michigan,
educates the public about
them, and aids in conserving
them. The group appreciates
support from more than 350
individual and business con-
tributors, and from the
Mackinac Area Visitors Bu-
reau, and Petoskey Harbor
Springs Area Community
Foundation.

To learn more, volunteer,
or donate, visit the MSRW
Facebook, Instagram pages,
or  www.mackinacraptor-
watch.org.


