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Carolyn Merkel (left) and KiAnn Kruttlin pour wine for
St. Julian Winery during the 25th annual Sunrise Side
Wine and Food Festival last Saturday in Harrisville. They
are two of the numerous volunteers who plan the
festival and help during the event each year. Photo by
Cheryl Peterson.

County asks for Headlee
overide millage in primary
By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
Alcona County residents

will decide on August 7
whether to pass a millage by
the county to levy the rate of
5.25 mills as authorized by
voters prior to the Headlee
Amendment. The millage
would restore lost funds be-
cause of Headlee with an in-
creased rate of 1.0718 mills
over what property owners in
the county currently pay.

The increased rate of
1.0718 ($1.0718 per $1,000
of taxable property value)
would be collected for a pe-
riod of six years. If approved
and levied in full, this millage
would raise an estimated
$809,209 in the first year,
based upon current taxable
value.

Craig Johnston, chairman
of the Alcona County Board
of Commissioners, explained
that in 1969 voters approved
the 5.25 mill tax rate for the
county, but in 1978, Michi-
gan voters approved the Head-
lee Amendment, which
dropped the tax rate collected
to 4.1782 per $1,000 of tax-
able value.

Local Primary
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What is the Headlee
Amendment?

 In 1978, Michigan vot-
ers approved an amendment
to the Michigan Constitu-
tion known as the Headlee
Amendment. This amend-
ment included a number of
provisions related to state
and local taxes. These be-
came Sections 25 through
33 of Article IX of the state
constitution. This article is
about section 31 concern-
ing local government taxes.

Section 31 created sev-
eral new laws related to lo-
cal government taxation,
including:

• Requiring voter approval
for any local tax increases
or new taxes established
after Headlee was approved

• Limiting property tax
revenue resulting from
property tax assessment
increasing

• Limiting revenue col-
lected to the amount the
millage originally was to gen-
erate (with factor for infla-
tion)

The property tax revenue
limitation requires that if
the assessed value of a local
tax unit’s total taxable prop-

What the county is asking
is to restore the 5.25 mills
which was lost in 1978. The
restoration of 1.0718 millage
request would mean a prop-
erty owners with a property
value of $50,000, would pay
an increase of $53.59 per year
over a six-year period.

Johnston said the county
could have asked for the
1.0718 mills for as many as
20 years but opted to only ask
for six and if enough funds
are collected over those six
years, the county may not
need to have it on the ballot
again.

While the Headlee amend-
ment and subsequent Pro-
posal A reform which state
voters passed was meant to
protect property owners from
increases in taxes by rolling
back the tax rate millage, it

has caused many local gov-
ernments, especially in rural
areas like Alcona County,
faced with limited revenue
growth and budgeting con-
straints.

County services funded by
the Headlee restoration mill-
age include the county
sheriff’s department, jail,
court system, prosecuting at-
torney, emergency manage-
ment, veteran affairs, clerk,
treasurer, commissioners,
register of deeds, equaliza-

Continued on page 5

Clarifying Headlee Amendment,
Proposal A and Headlee override

erty increases by more than
the inflation rate, the maxi-
mum property tax millage
must be reduced so that
the local unit’s total tax-
able property yields the
same gross revenue, ad-
justed for inflation.

This is done looking at
the total state equalized
value (SEV) change from
one year to the next. It does
so looking at the entire tax
unit’s jurisdiction, not
based in each parcel. The
change of SEV from one
year to the next does not
include any change that
resulted from new construc-
tion.

Headlee limited the over-
all growth of state equal-
ized value for a jurisdic-
tion, not for an individual
parcel. So, an individual
parcel of property, whose
SEV equals one half of the
property’s true cash value
could, under Headlee, have
an increase in taxable value
greater than inflation. This
would later change under
Proposal A.

The millage revenue limi-
tation means that, for ex-

Continued on page 8

See August 1 edition for
other county millage requests

Two candidates vie for District 1 seat
By Cheryl Peterson
Editor
Voters will cast their ballot

for one of two candidates run-
ning for a seat on the Alcona
County Board of Commission-
ers representing District 1.

Daniel G. Gauthier and
Craig M. Klemens are run-
ning for the two-year position
to represent residents in
Alcona and Caledonia town-
ships

Incumbent Daniel G.
Gauthier has served on the
commission since he was
appointed in January to fill
the vacancy left by Kathleen
Vichunas, who resigned to
take the position of supervi-
sor for Caledonia Township.

Gauthier was born and
raised in Waterford, Mich. He
graduated from Waterford
High School in 1969 and at-
tended Northern Michigan
University for one year. He
transferred to Michigan State
University and spent a year
and a half in the pre-veteri-
nary medicine school, but
didn’t “make the cut” to con-
tinue in the program. Shortly
afterward, he was drafted into
the U.S. Army. His order was
deferred because of the high
number of draftees in the pro-
gram.

In the late 1970s, early
1980s he began working for
his father, Joseph Everett, in

Local Primary
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Daniel G. Gauthier Craig M. Klemens
his heating and cooling busi-
ness and became licensed as
a heating and cooling con-
tractor. In November of 1988
he moved to Lost Lake Woods
and started Gauthier Heat-
ing and Cooling and G&G
Construction.

In 1991 he re-married and
he and his wife, Cheryl, live
in Black River. In February
2012 Gauthier branched out
from the heating and cooling
and construction business
when he and Jim DeRocher

formed a partnership and
purchased the Mountain Bar
in Black River. After remodel-
ing several areas of the build-
ing they closed the business,
took down the original build-
ing, rebuilt and re-opened as
The Mountain Bar & Grill on
April 22, 2013.

He retired in July 1, 2015
and is a “behind the scenes”
owner who has been active in
the community in addition to

Continued on page 13
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Weekly Report

Climatological Observations taken by Stanley L. Darmofal at the Harrisville National Weather
Service Coop Station  located 1.8 miles NNE of Harrisville Post Office. Observations for each day
are from midnight through 11:59 p.m. T=Trace (less than 0.005" Water Content.)

Weekly Total              1.18   0.09 0.72
June to Date 2.12 2.31 2.07
Year/Season to Date 12.95 21.07 14.76

 Date High        Low

Water
Content

Av. Wind
Speed

Dominant
Direction

July 15 74 61 0.00 1.6   10 SW
July 16 76 61 1.10        1.3 16 SW
July 17 73 56  0.00 4.6 21 NNE
July 18 67 53 0.00 4.5 13 NNE
July 19 71 55      0.00 4.3 18 SSE
July 20 72 63 0.01 3.7 15 SE
July 21 69 65 0.07 5.1 18 ESE

Harrisville Climatological Observations for  2018

High
Speed

Temperature (F°)

Miles Per Hour

Normal

Precipitation Summary (Inches)

2018 2017

866 Barlow Rd.,
Lincoln

989-736-7887

Hours: Monday – Saturday 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Full Bar/Full Menu/Great ½ lb. Burgers

Friday Night Fish Fry

SERVING BREAKFAST

Deep Dish
Pizza All Day

8 a.m. - 2 p.m. 7 days a week
Lunch & Dinner Menu on Sunday from 2 to 8 p,m,

Fick & Sons Marathon is your place for the
coldest beer and friendliest service in town!

Assortment of Thunder Bay Wine &
Lotto • Liquor Selection

  Sunday Morning Beer Sales
921 N. Barlow Rd., Lincoln

Open 7 days, Mon. - Fri. 5:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sat. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m., Sun. 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Marathon Convenience Store

We Now
Carry Yellow
Travis Bags

(989) 736-8355(989) 736-7777

Animal Feed & Crawlers
Hot & Cold Drinks • Snacks

Now Carry
Smith
Milk
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Letters to the Editor

John Goslee
An informal open house and luncheon to celebrate the life

of John Goslee will be held on Sunday, Aug. 5 from noon to
3 p.m. at the South Shore Fire Hall, 367 W. Mt. Maria Road,
Spruce. Mr. Goslee died on died December 27, 2017.

To the Editor,
I cannot think of a worse

thing for the citizens of Al-
cona County than to pass
this Headlee override request
on the August 7 ballot.  The
Headlee Amendment was en-
acted to protect people living
on fixed incomes (seniors and
the disabled) from uncon-
trolled rising property taxes
on their homes.

The Headlee Amendment
simply says that the taxable
value of your home cannot be
increased by more than the
calculated inflation rate for
that year. It prevents local

Carol A. Mikolajczak, 78,
of Greenbush died on Sun-
day, July 22, 2018.

She was born in Detroit,
Mich. on January 17, 1940 to
Phillip and Margaret (Gard-
ner) George. She graduated
from Roseville High School in
1959.

She married Frank J.
Mikolajczak on April 18, 1959.

Mrs. Mikolajczak loved
playing cards, dancing and
socializing. She was the life of
the party and could light up
any room she walked into.

She was a member of the
Eagles Club in Barton City
and the American Legion
Auxiliary Post No. 274.

Mrs. Mikolajczak is sur-
vived by her husband, Frank
J. Mikolajczak; two sons,
Frank (Laurie) Mikolajczak
and Steven (Corinne) Miko-
lajczak; two daughters,
Michele (Gordon) Crockett
and Kimberly (John) Payo-
telis; seven grandchildren;
nine great-grandchildren; two
brothers, Carl Wannager and

Obituary

Memorial Service

Carol A. Mikolajczak

Calvin Wannager; and one
sister.

She was preceded in death
by her parents and one sister,
Priscilla Hall.

Visitation will be held from
11 a.m. until the service at 2
p.m. on Wednesday, July 25
at Buresh Funeral Home in
Oscoda. Interment will take
place following the service in
Oscoda Pinecrest Cemetery.

governments from artificially
raising property values to
bring in more money to the
coffers.

They are calling it the
“Headlee Proposal” or the
“Headlee Millage” or the
“Headlee Adjustment.” But
what they are asking for is the
voters to approve the elimina-
tion of the Headlee protec-
tion, and to allow the county
to tax our homes at a much
higher rate.  Your property
taxes will absolutely increase
and you will be paying more
each year.

They are using the all too

familiar scare tactics of re-
duced law enforcement, re-
duction of veteran affairs and
other services.  But a request
for special tax millage for
these services can always be
put on the ballot.

I think Alcona County
needs to take a better look at
their expenditures -- espe-
cially health care costs and
pension costs  –  to bring
them in line with their rev-
enue. Everyone is having a
hard time making ends meet.
Those on fixed incomes don’t
have the luxury of just get-
ting more money by raising
taxes. Don’t make it harder
on them. Vote no on this
Headlee proposal on August
7.

Richard Kacel
Lincoln

To the Editor,
I am writing today to ex-

press how much I appreciate
living in Alcona County. At
the end of last year, the Al-
cona Clergy Association
agreed to create an event that
had never happened before: a
community revival brought
together by a group of
churches.

That event has happened.
On Sunday, July 15, Mon-
day, July 16 and Tuesday,
July 17, a revival was held at
the Harrisville Harbor, sup-
ported by nine Alcona County
churches. Yes, nine churches
pledged their prayers, their
presence, and their financial
support to make this hap-
pen.

How wonderful to work
with so many others, who
have different traditions and
congregations, to create
something really special. The
tent was full on Sunday and
Monday night and nearly full
on Tuesday night. The people
of Alcona County responded
and enjoyed fantastic music,
with a praise team accompa-
nied by Susan Armstrong on
keyboard and George Red-
lawsk on trumpet, special
music was provided by David
Bader, PlainSong and Lisa
Keyser.

Rex Manning came with
his sound equipment and
made the sound incredible

Continued on page 3



CHOSEN RANCH
 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Reasonable Rates – Professional Service

(989) 335-4673
josh@chosenranch.org

Brush & Tree Removal
Lawn Maintenance
Gutter Cleaning
Deck Maintenance
Dock Installation

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
Snow Removal
General Repairs
Mulch/Landscaping
Powerwahing

Senior & Veteran
Discounts

Call today to set up
your spring clean-up.

FREE Estimates!
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(even in a wet tent). Evange-
list Charles Sheldon provided
uplifting and inspirational
messages all three nights, and
the fellowship and fun was
awesome. Everyone was re-
vived.

In a time when our country

To the Editor,
Here is the question Michi-

ganders need to be asking
themselves. Are you better off
now then you were eight years
ago?

  At a recent forum, a can-
didate said,  “people are strug-
gling.” The evening then be-
came a conversation about
people’s frustrations and wor-
ries.

 A woman described the
teacher shortage in Michigan.
Public education is suffering,
and with it, our children. Sec-
ond, the crowd decided that
“Pure” Michigan is in jeop-
ardy. Despite all the debate
and what science tells us,
Line 5 is still open. The water
is still compromised around
military bases and in Flint,
Mich.

Calendar of Events

Letters to the Editor
Continued from page 2 is polarized by different opin-

ions and divided into groups,
we have proven once again
that people can come together
from different backgrounds,
but with a central founda-
tion, and create something
really wonderful.

Getting to know people

from other churches has been
an amazing experience, and
once again, we have proven
that working together, we can
do so much! Thanks, Alcona
County.

Meg Nisbet
Harrisville

Do our kids have a future
in northeast Michigan? Will
we join the modern world and
have universal broadband
coverage? Will healthcare still
be locally available and af-
fordable?

And, why doesn’t anyone
hear us?

 Remember how we got
here. In 2010, the Republi-
cans won Michigan. Unfet-
tered, they changed our tax
structure. Corporations got a
huge tax break with the prom-
ise of great jobs to come.
Corporations collectively now
contribute 73 percent less dol-
lars to Michigan’s needs.

To pay for this, the tax
burden was shifted to the
middle class. Also, funding
cuts were made to education
and to local governments, who

provide police and fire pro-
tection and repair our roads.

  These numbers show the
results of these policies best.
We are now 49th in spending
for our public schools. Our
achievement scores have
plummeted.

Our college students now
pay the sixth highest tuition
in the nation. Sixty-four per-
cent of our college-educated
youth have college debt.

Our median household in-
come is $5,125 below the na-
tional average and our child
poverty rate is 16th highest.
Life expectancy has dropped
and child mortality has risen.

 And we have the third most
lead pipes in the nation.

It’s time for a change in
Lansing.

Tom Venney
Greenbush

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25
Sunrise Community Food

Pantry will be open from 1 to
3 p.m. at Hubbard Lake Bible
Church, 13508 Hubbard Lake
Road, Hubbard Lake. Clients
are asked to come only one
time per month and must be
present to receive food. The
pantry accepts clients regard-
less of county of residence.
Identification is required. Call
(989) 727-3606 for details.

A forest archaeologist and
volunteers from the National
Forest Heritage Program will
demonstrate archaeological
methods through excavation
of the Old Monument Store
located on the grounds of
Lumbermans Monument, 15
miles west of Oscoda on River
Road. This event will be held
from 10 a.m. to noon. For
more information, call (989)
362-8961.

Mat Emerick will entertain
all ages with his “Read, Rock
n Roll Variety Show” at the
Harrisville branch of the Al-
cona County Library, 312
West Main Street at 1:30 p.m.
For more information about
this free program, call (989)
724-6796.

Enjoy live music on the
edge of Lake Huron with the
annual summer concert se-
ries at the Harrisville Harbor
Pavilion. A performance by
the Bandura Gypsies will be-
gin at 7 p.m. Seating is on the
lawn. For your own comfort,
bring chairs or blankets. Do-
nations will be accepted. For
more information, contact the
City of Harrisville at (989)
724-6666.

Learn about ticks at 10
a.m. and a hide-and-seek
scavenger hunt at 2 p.m. at
the Harrisville State Park, 248
State Park Road south of

Harrisville at 10 a.m. Each
event includes crafts and
games. Meet in the Explorer
Program Den. A Recreation
Passport is required for en-
try. Children under the age of
eight must be accompanied
by an adult. Call (989) 724-
5126 for details.

My Brother’s Hope Free
Store will be accepting dona-
tions from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at 76 North Barlow Road
(across from the high school).
Call (989) 335-3541 for de-
tails.

THURSDAY, JULY 26
TOPS MI 1502 Mikado

meets at St. Raphael Catho-
lic Church, 2531 F-30, Mi-
kado. Weigh-in starts at 9:10
a.m. and meeting begins at
9:30 a.m. All are welcome.
First meeting is free. Handi-
cap accessible. For more in-
formation, call (989) 736-
8022, (989) 335-1107 or (989)
739-4483.

Community Walking Club
for everyone. Meet at the
Harrisville branch of the Al-
cona County Library, 312
West Main Street at 8:30 a.m.

Friends of the Library will
hold a book sale from 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Harris-
ville branch of the Alcona
County Library, 312 West
Main Street.

Selfie search scavenger
hunt at Negwegon State Park
from 2 to 3 p.m. Meet at the
day use parking lot. Partici-
pants must bring their own
smart device for photos. A
valid Recreation Passport is
required for entry to the park.
Program may be cancelled due
to severe weather. Call (989)
724-5126 for details.

FRIDAY, JULY 27
Storytime and craft for chil-

dren from 10:15 to 11 a.m. at
the Harrisville branch of the
Alcona County Library, 312
West Main Street. Call (989)
724-6796 for details.

Friends of the Library will
hold a book sale from 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Harris-
ville branch of the Alcona
County Library, 312 West
Main Street.

Learn about bugs at 10
a.m. and enjoy games and a
story hour around the camp-
fire at 6 p.m. at the Harris-
ville State Park, 248 State
Park Road south of Harris-
ville at 10 a.m. Each event
includes crafts and games.
Meet in the Explorer Program
Den. A Recreation Passport is
required for entry. Children
under the age of eight must
be accompanied by an adult.
Call (989) 724-5126 for de-
tails.

Continued on page 6



RITCHIE
REPAIR

Heavy Truck & Auto Repair
366 S. US-23, Harrisville

(989) 724-3250

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION MONTH!
Thank you for allowing

us to serve you.

Ritchie Heavy Truck & Auto Repair
is partnering with

Water Works of Lincoln!

Come celebrate the month
of July with us!

 Spend $200 for any full service and
receive a gift certificate for a

FREE Detailed Car Wash!
We appreciate your business!

(offer expires July 31, 2018)

Let One of Our Memorial Consultant Experts Design the Perfect Memorial

Offering Monuments, Memorials, Additional Date Carving, Business Signs,Offering Monuments, Memorials, Additional Date Carving, Business Signs,Offering Monuments, Memorials, Additional Date Carving, Business Signs,Offering Monuments, Memorials, Additional Date Carving, Business Signs,Offering Monuments, Memorials, Additional Date Carving, Business Signs,
Pet Markers, Benches and More.Pet Markers, Benches and More.Pet Markers, Benches and More.Pet Markers, Benches and More.Pet Markers, Benches and More.

989-354-8535
Open M-F and by appointment
1451 W. Washington Ave,
Alpena
Next to Evergreen Cemetery
www.crowmemorials.com

The Sunrise Side Memorial Experts
Northeastern Michigan's Only Memorial Showroom
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$10 OFF 18 holes and
cart for Alcona & Alpena

County Residents
With coupon. Good for the 2018 season. Cannot be combined with other offers.

Local NotesLocal
Notes

Local
Notes

Auction Items Needed
The Alcona Humane Soci-

ety needs donated items for
its silent auction held during
the annual dinner on Satur-
day, Aug. 4 at Lost Lake
Woods Club, Lincoln from 5
to 8 p.m. Gift certificates, gift
baskets, or single items are
welcome. Items may be
dropped off at the shelter in
Lincoln or at Precious Paws
Resale Shop in Harrisville.
For more information, call
(989) 736-7387. The latest
date items can be accepted is
Friday, August 3 by 4 p.m.

ARA Farm Market
The ARA Farm Market will

be open Saturday, July 28,
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
the Alcona County Fair-
grounds in Lincoln. Available
this week: Cucumbers, gar-
lic, fresh herbs, lettuce,
mushrooms, onions raspber-
ries, summer squash, zuc-
chini, tomatoes, flavored pop-
corn, baked goods; all cuts of
antibiotic/hormone-free beef,
snack sticks, brats; honey,
jams, jellies, maple syrup;
perennials, cut flowers; soy
candles, custom signs, hand-
made soaps, handmade jew-
elry, homemade laundry de-
tergent, wooden items, dryer
balls, 3-D papercrafts, and
Alcona T-shirts.

Senior Menu
The following meals will be

served during the week at 4
p.m. in Glennie at Lott Bap-

tist Church; at 5 p.m. at the
Lincoln Senior Center; and at
5 p.m. at the Greenbush
Township Hall. No reserva-
tions are required at the Lin-
coln Senior Center, however
call (989) 736-8879 by 7 a.m.
for meals served in Glennie or
Greenbush. No membership
is required. Suggested dona-
tion of $3 per meal is wel-
come.

• Monday, July 30—Sloppy
joe on a bun, spudsters, Brus-
sels sprouts, pickled beets,
and mixed fruit.

• Tuesday, July 31—Bar-
becued pork roast, buttered
rotini, wax beans, coleslaw,
and applesauce.

• Wednesday, Aug. 1—Har-
vest chicken salad on spin-
ach, bow tie pasta salad, broc-
coli and dip, and watermelon.

• Thursday, Aug. 2—Pep-
per steak over brown rice,
wax beans, tossed salad,
mandarin oranges, cake and
ice cream.

• Friday, Aug. 3—Chicken
Parmesan over spaghetti,
mixed vegetables, tropical
fruit salad, and peaches. (Fri-
day meals served in Lincoln
only.)

Hawk Hill Raptors
Local falconer Jennifer

Schroeder will present an
exhibit of hawks, falcons and
owls on Wednesday, Aug. 1 at
1:30 p.m. at the Harrisville
branch of the Alcona County
Library.  Learn about adap-
tations, behaviors, habitats
and conservation while get-
ting up close and personal
with live birds of prey. This
program will be presented
outside in the library’s Read-
ing Garden area, weather
permitting (bring lawn
chairs). For more informa-
tion on this and other Library
programs, call (989) 724-6796
or visit: www.library.-
alcona.lib.mi.us.

Run, Walk, Bike Race
Ride and run with the Ris-

ing Sun Bike Tour, 5K Run/
Walk and Bike Race on Sat-
urday, Aug. 4. Participants
will start with an asphalt roll-
out to a gravel road to gravel
tight trails in either a 10.5
mile bike tour, a 5K run/
walk or a 17 mile bike race
through the winding trails of
Lost Lake Woods Club. Check-
in and same day registration
is at 7:30 a.m. The bike tour/
race start time is 9 a.m.; and
start time for the 5K run/
walk is at 9:30 a.m. Registra-
tion fee is $30 per event. Pro-
ceeds are donated to the
Alcona High School volleyball

program. Event T-shirts are
sold separately for $15. Bar-
becue and awards to follow at
the Lost Lake Woods Club
Pavilion. Register online at
a2raceman-agment.com/
registration or call Kristi
Miller at (989) 254-7564 for
details.

Rock Painting
Adults and older teenagers

are invited to the monthly
Adult “Get Crafty” session on
Monday, Aug. 6 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Local artist Judy
Sullivan will instruct all lev-
els of adult artists in the art of
rock painting. Supplies and
light refreshments are in-
cluded for $5 per person; reg-
istration is required. For more
information on this and other
Library programs, call (989)
724-6796 or visit: www.lib-
rary.alcona.lib.mi.us.

Water Warriors Ride Again
The Water Warriors are set

to embark on the 28th annual
five-day personal watercraft
endurance ride from the
Mackinac Bridge to Algonac,
Mich. The 400-mile ride along
the entire eastern shore of
Lake Huron and the length of
the St. Clair River departs
from Mackinaw City on Mon-
day, July 30 and concludes
at Harsens Island near Lake
St. Clair on Friday, Aug. 3.

Each year, the Water War-
riors come together with a
shared love for water and
helping others. This group
established the endurance
ride in 1991, believing they
could overcome the obstacles
of Michigan’s vast waterways
and weather conditions – all
while raising money for the
athletes of Special Olympics
Michigan.

More than 25 personal wa-
tercraft riders accompanied
by three support boats with
spotters aboard and a fleet of
land support vehicles make
up the 75 members partici-
pating in this year’s ride.
Throughout the journey, the
group has pre-planned meal
and fuel stops, rest stops and
evening activities including
fundraising dinners and meet
and greet the Special Olym-
pic athletes. The Water War-
riors will be stopping at every
major harbor along the way
with overnight stops in Macki-
naw City, Alpena, Tawas, Port
Austin and Port Huron. 

There is a planned stop at
the Harrisville Harbor on
Tuesday, July 31 at approxi-
mately 10 a.m. with depar-

Continued on page 8



• The Headlee Amendment and Proposal A certainly protected property owners
from increases in taxes by rolling back the tax rate (millage). They have also
limited local government revenue, in some cases, to the point where they
contribute to budget constraints. With revenue growth limited, even local units
that have been fiscally conservative are finding themselves facing uncertain
budget situations. Part of this is due to lower revenue from property taxes. The
recent recession caused a reduction in property values, which lead to lower
property tax revenue for local units.

• Now, as property values have recovered, the Headlee Amendment and
Proposal A have prevented property tax revenues from catching up. While
Headlee limits the revenue that a local taxing unit can receive from a millage,
Proposal A limits the growth in taxable value of an individual parcel, and prevents
Headlee roll-ups that local units previously used to retain some of the taxing
authority approved by the voters. This creates continued downward pressure on
millage rates

• Because of this, some local government units turn to what’s known as a
Headlee Override. A Headlee Override involves asking the voters to approve
raising the millage rate to its original rate after it has been forced to be rolled back
because of growth in property values.

Montcalm County asked voters to consider a Headlee Override in March 2016
to restore an operating millage to the original 5 mills. Due to Headlee rollbacks
and Proposal A, the county was only able to collect 4.4082 mills in 2015. Voters
in Montcalm County rejected this proposal.

Clarendon Township voters approved a Headlee Override in March. The
approved proposal restores the property tax rate to 1 mill for the next five years.

In Auburn Hills, the City Charter includes a tax of 2.5 mills designated for fire
services. Because of growth in the tax base, the city has had to roll the millage
back to 1.7604 mills, maintaining the tax revenues collected. Citing increased
costs and growing demand on the Fire Department, the City is asking voters to
approve a Headlee Override in August to return the rate to 2.5 mills, the original
rate of the millage.

Similarly, Missaukee County voters will be asked to approve a Headlee
Override to restore the county’s operating millage to 5.0 mills. Due to rollbacks
required by the Headlee Amendment, the millage is currently at 4.9005 mills.

If you live in a county asking for a Headlee Override, or see one on the ballot
in the future know that, basically, the local government is asking voters to
approve raising a millage above its current rate, but no higher than its original
rate authorized by the voters.

This article was published by Michigan State University Extension. For more
information, visit http://www.msue.msu.edu.

What does it mean when a local government unit
asks voters to approve a Headlee Override?

7 days a week – 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Full menu including:

Homemade Salads: Potato, Ranch Pasta,
Cole Slaw & Baked Beans.

Homemade Buttermilk Chicken Strips
Slow roasted Prim Rib Steak Sandwiches

Fabulous Burgers & Coney Dogs
Local favorite – Barn Burger

Haystack Burger with Onion Strings and BBQ Sauce
Coney Dog • Chicago Coney Dog
Mexican items on the menu too!

The Dairy
Barn

of Lincoln

CALL AHEAD WE WILL HAVE IT READY

Not Just for Ice Cream

Soft serve and Hand dipped Ice cream
410 E. Traverse Bay Rd., Lincoln • (989) 736-6525

Monday through Friday Express Lunch $6.50
Includes Sandwich, side & drink

NOTICE
AT&T Mobility LLC is proposing to construct a new tele-
communications tower facility located at 4785 Bamfield
Road, Glennie, Alcona County, MI 48737.  The new facility
will consist of a 303-foot self-support tower and support
equipment. Any interested party wishing to submit com-
ments regarding the potential effects the proposed facility
may have on any historic property may do so by sending
comments to: Project 6118006209-SF c/o EBI Consulting,
6876 Susquehanna Trail South, York, PA 17403, or via
telephone at (781) 273-2500.
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tion, building and grounds
and information technology.

The passing of the restora-
tion proposal should bring
solvency to the county, ac-
cording to Johnston.  It would
restore a reserve (fund bal-
ance) to the general fund,
which would allow for law
enforcement to be main-
tained, for necessary and rec-
ommended maintenance on
all county facilities, includ-
ing the 62-year-old court-
house which will need a new
roof, secure a permanent
building for Veterans Affairs
and Michigan State Univer-
sity Extension offices, allow
for an increase in Veterans
Affairs office hours and offer
opportunities to pursue
bringing broadband technolo-
gies to Alcona County.

“Alcona County has had a
shortfall for the last two years
and another is scheduled for
this year. For the county to be
in the black at the end of the
year, fund balance reserves
had to be used. In 2016,
$281,854 was used from the
general fund balance; in 2017,
$291,000 was used and in
2018, the county is budget-
ing $474,000 to be used from
the general fund balance.

“The fund balance we have

have been on an aggressive
path the last three years to
upgrade the treasurer’s soft-
ware, security for the build-
ing and cyber security invest-
ments. Budgets have in-
creased significantly because
of state mandated require-
ments.

“Just about every six
months we get hit with some-
thing from the state saying
we need to change software
programs or do something
different. Just a few months
ago the state told us the jail
program software was obso-
lete and we had to start using
a new software costing
$34,000. We don’t have a
choice. We have to continual
update technology. It’s the
cost of doing business,”
Johnston said.

He explained most of the
offices such as the register of
deeds, treasurer and clerk
haven’t jumped up huge
amounts of cash, but the
sheriff’s department has.

While the sheriff’s depart-
ment staff is about the same
as it was 10 years ago, the
work load has increased con-
siderably, according to
Johnston. Along with the
work load is state mandates
such as one recently asking

could impact how fast an Al-
cona County property buyer
could get a mortgage.

“People won’t want to come
and live in our county if there
isn’t adequate police protec-
tion. If they come here and
their first taste of our county
is they can’t access the county
building, it won’t entice them
to live here,” Johnston said.

“Granted the county gov-
ernment isn’t what attracts
people to our county, it’s the
lakes, the woods, the beauti-
ful settings, but, make no
mistake, when a family con-
siders a home purchase they
want that place to be safe,
they want good schools and
things to do. Why would you
go anywhere that didn’t have
all that? Even with this mill-
age, Alcona County is below
surrounding counties on
property taxes. I understand
no one wants to pay more
taxes, but this is necessary
for us to maintain services.”

County Continued from page 1

“The fund balance we have been operating off for the
last three or four years is gone. We no longer have any
extra to tap from. We are at the point if we don’t bring in
additional revenue, there will be sizeable cuts in ser-
vices,”

~ Craig Johnston, Chairman
Alcona County Board of Commissioners

been operating off for the last
three or four years is gone.
We no longer have any extra
to tap from. We are at the
point if we don’t bring in ad-
ditional revenue, there will
be sizeable cuts in services,”
Johnston said.

He explained the efforts the
county has taken to remain
fiscally conservative, reduc-
ing costs wherever necessary
including renegotiating union
contracts, having employees
pay more out of their own
pocket for health care along
with no wage increases for
any employee in the county
building.

Costs to the sheriff depart-
ment is one of the largest
demands on county revenue
as well as employee expenses.

“A lot of people may not
understand that Alcona
County has one sheriff de-
partment, we have one state
trooper who is also here, but
he has other (state) duties.
We are in charge of the whole
county for police. Our biggest
budget item is for public
safety, sheriff and road pa-
trol. Without increasing fund-
ing, this would be the last
thing we would want to cut,
but at some point, if we can’t
pay the bills, we would have
to look into that,” Johnston
said.

Johnston explained the
costs of running the county
has risen, health care costs
have nearly doubled, retire-
ment costs continue to rise
and the cost to stay current
with today’s technology has
also risen dramatically.
Unbudgeted state mandates
have also ravaged the county’s
general fund balance.

“In order to stay on track
with technology upgrades, we

that jailors receive new train-
ing.

“We have to pay for that.
Our costs keep increasing but
our revenue hasn’t. It has
exceeded any sort of rate of
inflation, which is what the
Headlee Amendment was
supposed to consider, our rev-
enue amount can only in-
crease at the rate of inflation.
Well, we have had no infla-
tion for a number of years, so
our revenue is flat. Yet, the
reality is a police car in 2008
was a lot cheaper than a car
in 2018. Everything has in-
creased far more than the
rate of inflation. The dollar
just doesn’t go as far as it
used to,” Johnston said.

He explained the county is
basically doing what it can to
keep employees in the build-
ing and the lights on, but
should the roof leak, the boil-
ers fail, or the state come in
and say the jail building needs
improvement, there are no
funds available to cover those
costs.

If the millage is not passed
tough decisions will have to
be made. Needed mainte-
nance and repairs on county
buildings could not be per-
formed. Law enforcement
budgets could be reduced
along with training and edu-
cation, causing an impact on
property values. County ser-
vices could see a reduction in
hours. With reduced county
hours, knowledgeable,
trained and efficient staff may
look elsewhere for full-time
employment, causing signifi-
cant delays in services to a
host of people who utilize the
clerk’s or the register of deeds
offices on daily basis, such as
real estate agents and lend-
ing institutions. The delays
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Sunday, August 5

 at the Township Hall
10 a.m. - 3 p.m. ~ Craft Fair, Bake Sale in the Old School House, Quilts on Display,
Dunk Tank, Bounce Castle

11:15 a.m. ~ Parade - Starts at Spencer Park: Ridley Rd. to Cedar Lake Rd. ending
near F-30. (Lineup scheduled for 10:30 a.m.)

NOON ~ Fire Dept. Chicken Dinner BBQ Open for lunch

2 p.m. ~ Time Capsule - Opening of the Time Capsule Buried 25 Years Ago

For more information call Pat Daily (989) 739-5088 or
 Sheila Scott (989) 335-0055

GGGGGrrrrreeeeeenbusenbusenbusenbusenbush  h  h  h  h  TTTTTooooowwwww n sn sn sn sn ship ihip ihip ihip ihip isssss
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PPPPPARADE ENTRARADE ENTRARADE ENTRARADE ENTRARADE ENTRY FORMY FORMY FORMY FORMY FORM
Mail entry to C. Lee at 2600 W. Cedar Lake Rd., Greenbush, MI • 989-724-6071

Name/Organization________________________________________________________

Contact Person____________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

Phone______________________________email_________________________________

Description/Theme_________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
5/25 & 8/1
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Calendar of Events
Continued from page 3
SATURDAY, JULY 28

Hike the Discovery Trail
with a ranger and learn about
forest management, local
wildlife and plant life at 11
a.m. The hike finishes at the
sand dune overlook. This
event will be held at
Lumbermans Monument, 15
miles west of Oscoda on River
Road. For more information,
call (989) 362-8961.

Friends of the Library will
hold a book sale from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at the Harrisville
branch of the Alcona County
Library, 312 West Main
Street.

Alcona High School Class
of 1973 reunion will be held
at The Mountain Bar and Grill
in Black River at 1 p.m. For
more information, call Kristin
at (989) 471-2088.

Learn about the masked
bandit at 10 a.m. and out-
door shelter building at 2 p.m.
at the Harrisville State Park,
248 State Park Road south of

Harrisville at 10 a.m. Each
event includes crafts and
games. Meet in the Explorer
Program Den. A Recreation
Passport is required for en-
try. Children under the age of
eight must be accompanied
by an adult. Call (989) 724-
5126 for details.

The 15th annual Sunrise
Gardening Club Garden Walk
“Lakeshore and More” will be
held rain or shine from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. Tickets are $10
per person. No admission for
children under at the age of
12. Tickets will be available
for purchase at the Harris-
ville branch of the Alcona
County Library and the Craft-
makers’ Cabin in Harrisville.

My Brother’s Hope Free
Store will be open from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at 76 North Barlow
Road (across from the high
school). Call (989) 335-3541
for details.

“I Pronounce You....Dead”
will be presented at the Shore-
line Players Theater at 7 p.m.

The theater is located on the
former Wurtsmith Air Force
Base in Oscoda next to the
Robert Parks Library. Tickets
are $10 and will be available
at the theater box office. For
more information, visit
www.shorelineplayers.-org or
call (989) 739-3586.

SUNDAY, JULY 29
The Adventures of Paul

Vacation Bible School will be
held at Hope Lutheran
Church, 5462 Nicholson Hill
Road in Hubbard Lake. The
program will start at 5:30
p.m. with a light supper and
end at 8 p.m. All ages and
adult classes. To register or
for information, call (989) 727-
3206.

A Polish dinner benefit for
Lyn Vicary will be held from 3
to 7 p.m. at the Ossineke
Eagles, 6848 US-23 in
Spruce. Cost is $10 per per-
son. Call (989) 471-5047 for
details.

MONDAY, JULY 30
There will be a button mak-

ing session to introduce the
all new Art on a Cart at the
Caledonia branch of the Al-
cona County Library, 1499
Hubert Road in Hubbard Lake
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Snacks
included during this free ac-
tivity for ages 10 and up. For
more information, call (989)
724-6796.

TUESDAY, JULY 31
Kid’s Day! Birds of prey.

Learn all about raptors. Dur-
ing this program, falconer
Jenny Schroeder will teach
the audience about adapta-
tions, behaviors, habitats and
much more about these amaz-
ing birds. Leave your pets at
home. This event will be held
at 1 p.m. at Lumber-mans
Monument, 15 miles west of
Oscoda on River Road. For
more information, call (989)
362-8971.

Dining with the Docs with
guest speaker Denise Thomp-
son from noon to 1 p.m. at the
Harrisville branch of the

Alcona County Library, 312
West Main Street. Discussion
will include food as medicine.
A light lunch provided, no
charge. Registration required.
Call (989) 724-6796 for infor-
mation or to register. Spon-
sored by Alcona Health Cen-
ter and Alcona County Li-
brary.

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 1

Northeast Michigan UAW
Retired Workers Alpena
Council will hold its member-
ship meeting at 11 at the
Ramada Inn on north US-23
in Alpena. Lunch will be
served at noon, cost is $7. A
representative from Blue
Cross Blue Shield will be on
hand to answer questions.
Bring a can of food for needy.
For more information, call
(989) 356-4959 or (989) 727-
4080.

Enjoy live music on the
edge of Lake Huron with the
annual summer concert se-
ries at the Harrisville Harbor
Pavilion. A performance by
the Jon Archambault Band
will begin at 7 p.m. Seating is
on the lawn. For your own
comfort, bring chairs or blan-
kets. Donations will be ac-
cepted. For more information,
contact the City of Harrisville
at (989) 724-6666.

Learn about sea lamprey
at 10:30 a.m. and red swamp
crayfish at 2 p.m. at the Har-
risville State Park, 248 State
Park Road south of Harris-
ville at 10 a.m. Each event
includes crafts and games.
Meet in the Explorer Program
Den. A Recreation Passport is
required for entry. Children
under the age of eight must
be accompanied by an adult.
Call (989) 724-5126 for de-
tails.

A BLT dinner will be served
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Barton
City Eagles, 671 Sanborn
Road. Cost is $6 and includes
dessert. Call (989) 736-3050.

The Alcona County Baby
Pantry will be open from 10
a.m. to  p.m. at St. Raphael
Church, 2531 East F-30 in
Mikado. Formula, diapers,
toys, new and gently used
shoes and clothing will be
available to residents with
newborns through age four.
Layettes are available in the
eighth month.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2
Join fellow comrades at the

veteran’s coffee hour from 9
to 11 a.m. at the Westminster
Presbyterian Church, 201
North Second Street in
Harrisville. All veterans are
welcome.

Learn about the lanternfly
at 10 a.m. and swans at 2
p.m. at the Harrisville State
Park, 248 State Park Road
south of Harrisville at 10 a.m.
Each event includes crafts
and games. Meet in the Ex-
plorer Program Den. A Recre-
ation Passport is required for
entry. Children under the age
of eight must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Call (989)
724-5126 for details.

Continued on page 15



Reside ~ Reflect ~ Relax
• Long-term care insurance accepted

• 24 hr. personal care assistance
• RN Nurse on staff

• Elegant dining with home cooked meals
• Nutritional snacks provided at the Cafe & Coffee Shop

• Emergency call and security system
• Life enriching activities

• Public transportation available

Located at 300 Oxbow Drive or  call (989) 354-4200
www.rlmgmt.com • turningbrook@rlmgmt.com

Oscoda Area Chiropractic Center
Dr. Terry D. Trombley

Now participating with most Obamacare
insurance policies including Medicaid, Medicare,

Blue Cross, Commercials

Assisted Living

EARLY A.M. HOURS:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 7 a.m. to Noon

(989) 739-0077
5671 N. Skeel Ave. Located in the Base Hospital, Oscoda

FOCUS ON YOUR HEALTH
Lose Weight Keep in Shape!

It’s Affordable and Fun
Just $2 per visit

Friendly staff will assist you. Walk-ins welcome.

Monday, Wednesday and Friday 6 a.m. until as needed
Lincoln (989) 736-1146 or stop by 923 Barlow Road, Lincoln, MI

VRC Rehabilitation and
 Physical Therapy
We provide in-home

 physical therapy
We accept most insurances Locations: Alpena, Onaway, Lincoln and Hillman

 M EDI L ODGE  
 OF  H ILLMAN

 www.medilodgeofhillman.com
5 S R F !Short-term Rehab • VA Contract

2017 recipient of the Bronze
Commitment to Quality Award

Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581Call for a tour: (989) 742-4581

To advertise in this
space please call

the Review office at
989-724-6384

MISSION STATEMENT
THE DESIRE OF RETIREMENT LIVING IS TO
HONOR GOD BY PROVIDING THE ELDERLY
WITH A LIFESTYLE THAT VALUES THEIR

IDENTITY, THEIR DEPENDENCE, AND
THEIR DIGNITY

SUMMER SPECIAL
Stay 3 Months

Get the 4th month FREE!

910 N. Tawas Lake Road, East Tawas, MI 48730
(989)362-8420 • www.rlmgmt.com

tawasvilage@rlgmt.com

RESIDE ~ REFLECT ~ RELAX

Assisted Living featuring Basic,
Intermediate and Advanced Care at

affordable prices.

LINLINLINLINLINCCCCCOLNOLNOLNOLNOLN
PHARMAPHARMAPHARMAPHARMAPHARMACYCYCYCYCY

301 Second Street
Lincoln, MI 48742

(989) 736-6895 (989) 736-8138

When you receive a prescription
it is your property and your

option to fill it at the
Pharmacy of your choice.

Your Friendly

INDEPENDENTLY
OWNED

AND TRUSTED
FOR

98 YEARS

ESTABLISHED 1920

Savvy
Senior

SSSSSENIOR LLLLLIFESTYLES
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Dear Savvy Senior,
What options can you rec-

ommend for finding a good
executor for my will? At one
time I thought one of my two
kids could do it, but they are
both financially inept and
would probably make a mess
of things.

Looking for Options

Dear Looking,
Choosing an executor – the

person or institution you put
in charge of administering
your estate and carrying out
your final wishes – is one of
the most important decisions
in preparing a will.

A good executor can help
ensure the prompt, accurate
distribution of your posses-
sions with minimal problems.
Some of the duties required
include: filing court papers
to start the probate process;
managing your estate’s as-
sets; using your estate’s
funds to pay debts, taxes and
bills; handling details like ter-
minating credit cards, and
notifying banks and govern-
ment agencies like Social

Choosing an executor for your will
Security and the post office
of the death; preparing and
filing final income tax returns;
and distributing assets to the
beneficiaries named in the
will.

Given all the responsibil-
ity, the ideal candidate should
be someone who is honest,
dependable, well organized,
good with paperwork and vigi-
lant about meeting deadlines.

Most people think first of
naming a family member,
especially a spouse or child,
as executor. If, however, you
don’t have an obvious family
member to choose, you may
want to ask a trusted friend,
but be sure to choose some-
one in good health or younger
than you who will likely be
around after you’re gone.

Also, if your executor of
choice happens to live in an-
other state, you’ll need to
check your state’s law to see
if it imposes any special re-
quirements. Some states re-
quire an out-of-state execu-
tor to be a family member or
a beneficiary, some require a
bond to protect your heirs in

case of mismanagement, and
some require the appoint-
ment of an in-state agent.

Also keep in mind that if
the person you choose needs
help settling your estate they
can always call on an expert
like an attorney or tax ac-
count to guide them through
the process, with your estate
picking up the cost.

If, however, you don’t have
a friend or relative you feel
comfortable with, you could
name a third party executor
like a bank, trust company or
a professional who has expe-
rience dealing with estates. If
you need help locating a pro,
the National Association of
Estate Planners and Coun-
cils (NAEPC.org) and the Na-
tional Academy of Elder Law
Attorneys (NAELA.-org) are
great resources that provide
directories on their websites
to help you find someone.

Most family members and
close friends, especially if
they’re beneficiaries, serve for
free because inherited money
isn’t taxable. But if you opt
for a third party executor it

will cost your estate. Each
state has laws that govern
how an executor is paid –
either based on a percentage
of the estate, a flat fee or an
hourly rate.

Whoever you choose to
serve as executor, be sure to
get their okay first before
naming him or her in your
will. Once you’ve made your
choice, go over your financial
details in your will with that
person, and let him or her
know where you keep all your
important documents and fi-
nancial information. This will
make it easier on them after
you’re gone.

For more information on
the duties of an executor, get

a copy of the book “The
Executor’s Guide: Settling A
Loved One’s Estate or Trust”
for $28 at NOLO.com.

(Send your senior questions
to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box
5443, Norman, Okla. 73070,
or visit SavvySenior.org.)

Alcona Review
Website

www.alconareview.com
For events, local info

& much more!

Check out the



ELECT
Kathleen Vichunas

Supervisor – Caledonia Township
Experience – Budget, Contract, Policy and Ordinance Development and Audit, Open Meetings act
and Freedom of Information Act Compliance.
Committed to Caledonia Township

Trustee 2004-2008
Planning Commission 2004-2017
Appointed Supervisor by Township Board December 2017

Alcona County Commissioner January 2009-December 2017
Concerned that tax dollars paid by property owners are lawfully spent to maintain and improve
Township assets.
Property Owner since 1982 – Concerned and Committed to bring positive growth and improved
services that Caledonia Township residents deserve.

ELECT KATHLEEN VICHUNAS, SUPERVISOR, CALEDONIA TOWNSHIP
Paid for by the candidate

SALES  •  SERVICE  •  PARTS  •  BODY SHOP
WWW.ALCONAMOTORS.COM

“Where You’re Treated Like Family”
Downtown Lincoln

Open: Mon. – Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sat. until 2 p.m.
 (989) 736-8191 • Toll Free (800) 736-9911

ALCONA MOTORS

See our sales staff:
Dennis Kruttlin, Ted Kruttlin, Jon Kruttlin and Mike Maturen

'17 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LTZ CREW
4X4 with warranty

$11,995'11 CADILLAC CTS 4
Luxury, with leather

$25,495'14 GMC ACADIA SLT AWD
Low miles, with leather & trailer pkg.

$17,495'14 CHEVY IMPALA LTZ
With leather

$19,995'14 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT FWD
With trailer pkg.

$29,495'15 CHEVY SILVERADO LT CREW CAB 4X4

$17,995'16 CHEVY MALIBU LT2

$27,995'17 CHEVY TRAVERSE 1LT-
GM Certified, low miles & AWD

$42,995

1246 E. Spruce Rd., Spruce
Rev. Ken Krause & Rev. Leslie Nye officiating

Please bring your creature in a cage, pen, or trailer or
attached to a harness, halter, collar or leash.

FREE WILL DONATIONS
(monetary or pet supplies) will be accepted and

distributed to the Humane Societies of Alcona & Alpena

July 28 at 3 p.m.
Spruce

Lutheran Church

Blessing of the Animals

RONEE’S FLOWERS AND NURSERY

Annuals • Perennials • Hanging Baskets
Vegetables • Shrubs • Military Statues

Gift Shop • Pond Supplies Gardening Supplies
www.roneesflowers.com

2236 US-23, Greenbush
(989) 724-5393

30% OFF Azalea Bushes
(Expires 9/30/18)
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ture scheduled for 11:15 a.m.

Giving Back
The Meijer Simply Give

program works closely with
Meijer customers, team mem-
bers and its food pantry part-
ners to help community
neighbors put food on their
tables. Thanks to the gener-
osity of so many, the spring
2018 Simply Give program
set a record with more than
$3.5 million in donations –
the equivalent of 3.5 million
boxes of spaghetti or 1.8 mil-
lion gallons of milk – to com-
munity food pantry partners
across the Midwest.

At the Alpena Meijer,
$79,680 was generated dur-
ing the spring Simply Give
campaign alone for St.
Vincent de Paul Emergency
Food Pantry. That equals
more than 81,000 heads of
iceberg lettuce or more than
53,400 jars of pasta sauce.
“We are committed to helping
end food insecurity in the
Midwest and are thankful for
the continued support from
our generous customers and
team members,” said Cathy
Cooper, senior director of
community partnership and
giving.

The spring campaign total
brings the program’s overall
donation to nearly $41 mil-
lion since its inception in
2008.

Local Notes
Continued from page 4

Clarifying Continued from page 1

ample, if a tax base for a local
unit increased from $1 mil-
lion to $1.1 million and the
tax rate was one mill, the
millage would have to be re-
duced from 1.0 mills to 0.909
mills, so that total revenue
would be the same, $1,000,
as originally generated. This
was known as a Headlee roll-
back.

The millage is the amount
per $1,000 of taxable prop-
erty value that must be paid.
So, if a home has a value of
$100,000, and is assessed a
1 mill tax rate, $100 in taxes
are owed. The formula is
$100,000 SEV × 1 mill × 0.001
= $100.

Headlee protected property
owners from increases in
taxes by rolling back the tax
rate (millage), but it has had
another effect too. It has,
along with Proposal A, which
was approved in 1994, lim-
ited local government rev-
enue, in some cases, to the
point where it contributes to
budget constraints. With rev-
enue growth limited, even
local units that have been

fiscally conservative are find-
ing themselves facing uncer-
tain budget situations.

Part of this is due to lower
revenue from property taxes.
The recent recession caused
a reduction in property val-
ues, which lead to lower prop-
erty tax revenue for local
units. Now, as property val-
ues have recovered, the Head-
lee Amendment and Proposal
A have prevented property
tax revenues from catching
up. While Headlee and Pro-
posal A are far from entirely
to blame for many of the fis-
cal crises Michigan munici-
palities are facing, they cer-
tainly have not made it easier
for local governments to deal
with these challenges.

Proposal A and Local
Property Taxes

In March of 1994, Michi-
gan voters approved the
Michigan education finance
amendment, known as Pro-
posal A. Proposal A was a
legislatively referred consti-
tutional amendment that had
been approved by the Michi-
gan House of Representatives
and Michigan Senate in De-
cember 1993, sending the
proposal before the voters.

The purpose of Proposal A
was to reform Michigan’s edu-
cational finance system.
Searching for a solution to
residents’ frustrations over
high property taxes and enor-
mous inequities in funding
for local school districts
across Michigan, the Legis-
lature put forth Proposal A as
a means to amend the Michi-
gan Constitution. Proposal A
was designed to overhaul
Michigan’s educational fi-
nance system and provide
property tax.

In the context of local prop-
erty taxation, Proposal A in-
cluded two key provisions
which will be discussed here:

• Growth on taxable value
of individual parcels of prop-
erty is limited to the lesser of
inflation or five percent, and

• When property was sold/
transferred, taxable value is
reset to equal state equalized
value, which equals half of
the property’s cash value.

The process of adjusting
taxable value upward to state
equalized value is commonly
known as “uncapping.” These
“uncapped values” were not
included in the definition of
exempt property for the pur-
pose of a Headlee Amend-
ment roll back calculation
when the legislature
amended the General Prop-
erty Tax Act in 1994.

The result of this is that
communities with substan-
tial market growth in exist-
ing property tax values have
been penalized by being
forced to roll back their mill-
age rates.

In addition, the imple-
menting legislation passed by
the Legislature after Proposal

A was approved eliminated
what were known as Headlee
“roll-ups.” Prior to this legis-
lation, local governments
were allowed to “roll-up” their
millage rates (only as high as
the original millage rate)
when growth on existing
property value was less than
inflation. This was a self-cor-
recting mechanism that al-
lowed local units to naturally
recapture tax base that had
been lost due to forced
Headlee rollbacks in prior
years.

What is a Headlee Over-
ride?

The Headlee Amendment
and Proposal A certainly pro-
tected property owners from
increases in taxes by rolling
back the tax rate (millage).
They have also limited local
government revenue, in some
cases, to the point where they
contribute to budget con-
straints. With revenue growth
limited, even local units that
have been fiscally conserva-
tive are finding themselves
facing uncertain budget situ-
ations. Part of this is due to
lower revenue from property
taxes. The recent recession
caused a reduction in prop-
erty values, which lead to
lower property tax revenue
for local units.

Now, as property values
have recovered, the Headlee
Amendment and Proposal A
have prevented property tax
revenues from catching up.
While Headlee limits the rev-
enue that a local taxing unit
can receive from a millage,
Proposal A limits the growth
in taxable value of an indi-
vidual parcel, and prevents
Headlee roll-ups that local
units previously used to re-
tain some of the taxing au-
thority approved by the vot-
ers. This creates continued
downward pressure on mill-
age rates.

Because of this, some lo-
cal government units turn to
what’s known as a Headlee
Override. A Headlee Override
involves asking the voters to
approve raising the millage
rate to its original rate after it
has been forced to be rolled
back because of growth in
property values.

Residents who live in a
county asking for a Headlee
Override, or see one on the
ballot in the future know that,
basically, the local govern-
ment is asking voters to ap-
prove raising a millage above
its current rate, but no higher
than its original rate autho-
rized by the voters.

(This article was published
by Michigan State University
Extension. For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.-
msue.msu.edu.)

A Headlee Override involves asking the voters to
approve raising the millage rate to its original rate after
it has been forced to be rolled back because of growth in
property values.

Residents who live in a county asking for a Headlee
Override, or see one on the ballot in the future know
that, basically, the local government is asking voters to
approve raising a millage above its current rate, but no
higher than its original rate authorized by the voters.

~ Michigan State University Extension



County of Alcona
A.C.C.O.A .3750 .3750 2016-2019
MSUE .1400 .1400 2016-2019
Alcona Township
FIRE 1.000 1.000 2016-2019
ROAD 1.000 1.000 2016-2019
Caledonia Township
ROAD .5000 .5000 2014-2019
ROAD 1.000 1.000 2016-2021
Curtis Township
LIBRARY .5000 .5000 2017-2024
Gustin Township
FIRE 1.000 1.000 2016-2019
ROAD 1.9946 1.9946 2016-2019
Hawes Township

NOTICE OF PRIMARY ELECTION
Tuesday, August 7, 2018

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF ALCONA COUNTY:

Notice is hereby given that a primary election will be held on Tuesday,  August 7, 2018 from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
for the purpose of nominating or electing candidates for the following offices and to vote on the following proposals:

YEARS
EFFECTIVE

ORIGINALLY
VOTED

AUTHORIZED
MILLAGE

The following offices and proposals will appear on the ballot:
State: Governor

Congressional: United States Senator and Representative in
Congress-1st District

Legislative: State Senator-36th District and Representative in
State Legislature-106th District

County: County Road Commissioner, Register of Deeds and
County Commissioners

Township: City of Harrisville Mayor, Clerk, Treasurer and Alderman
Wards 1, 2 and 3, Caledonia Township Supervisor, Treasurer and Trustee,
Curtis Township Treasurer, Haynes Township Treasurer, Greenbush
Township Trustee, Gustin Township Trustee, Harrisville Township Trustee,
Hawes Township Trustee and Precinct Delegates
County Proposals:
9-1-1 and Central Dispatch Millage Proposal - .25 mill
Alcona County Commission on Aging Millage - .25 mill
Library Operating Millage Renewal Proposition - 0.5 mill
Millage Proposal to Restore Past Headlee Reductions - 1.0718 mills
Alcona County Ambulance Millage Renewal - 1 mill
Township Proposals:
Alcona Township:  Road Millage Renewal – 0.5 mill
and Fire Millage Renewal – 0.5 mill
Caledonia Township:  Fire Millage Renewal – 1 mill
Curtis Township:  Road Millage Renewal – 2 mills
Greenbush Twp.:  Fire Millage Renewal – 0.5 mill
and Road Millage Renewal – 0.75 mill
Hawes Township:  Road Millage Renewal – 1 mill
Mikado Township:  Road Millage Renewal – 2 mills
Millen Township: Road Millage Renewal – 1 mill

Full text of ballot proposals can be obtained from the County,
City or Township Clerk’s office.

STATEMENT OF ALCONA COUNTY TREASURER

I, Cheryl Franks, Treasurer of Alcona County, Michigan, state that as of
July 18, 2018, the records of the Office of Alcona County Treasurer indicate
that the total of all voted increases in the total tax rate limitation provided
by Section 6 of Article IX of the State Constitution of 1963, and affecting the
taxable property in Alcona County, Michigan for property within the
County of Alcona.

These totals are of the originally voted increases as permanently reduced,
however, pursuant to Michigan Compiled Laws Section 211.34(d).  The
components of the aforementioned totals, stated by governmental units
with increased limitations, purposes of the increased limitation, the amount
of the limitations in mills and the inclusive years the increases are effective,
are as follows:

GOVERNMENTAL
UNIT

FIRE 1.000 1.000 2016-2019
ROAD 1.000 1.000 2016-2019
Haynes Township
ROAD 1.000 1.000 2017-2020
Mikado Township
FIRE 1.000 1.000 2016-2019
Millen Township
FIRE 1.000 1.000 2016-2019
ROAD 1.000 1.000 2016-2019
Mitchell Township
FIRE .8000 .8000 2016-2019
City of Harrisville
Water 3.7523 5.000 1988-2029
Bond Improvement 3.8120 3.8120 2008-2047
Village of Lincoln
General Fund 4.9800 5.0000 Sept 69-n/a
Streets 2.4900 2.5000 Fixed
Alcona Community Schools
Operating Non-Home 18.0000 20.5000 2015-2020
Sinking Bldg/Site 1.000 1.000 2015-2020
Oscoda Area Schools
Operating Non-Homestead 18.0000 19.1731 2012-2032
Debt Service 1.4900 1.6500 2001-2026
2015 Pool & Athletic Debt .3300 .3900 2015-2020
Sinking 1.000 1.000 2013-2020
Fairview Schools
Operating Non-Homestead 18.0000 19.8400 2014-2019
Sinking /All .9965 1.000 2017-2022
Debt/All .6400 1.000 2013-2022
COOR ISD
Special Ed .6329 .7500 1968-n/a
AMA ESD
Extra voted Special Ed 1.3318 1.3318 2016-2026
Iosco IRESA
Special Ed .6371 .7500 1966-n/a
Voc Ed CTE .6500 .6500 2017-2026

The above Statement is Provided under Section 3(3) of the Property
Tax Limitation Act, being Michigan Compiled Laws Sections
211.203(3).

Cheryl Franks, Alcona County Treasurer

POLL LOCATIONS
Alcona Township Township Hall, 5576 N. US-23, Black River
Caledonia Township Township Hall, 6461 Gillard Road, Spruce
Curtis Township Fire Hall, 5019 Bamfield Road, Glennie
Greenbush Township Township Hall, 5039 E. Campbell Street, Greenbush
Gustin Township Township Hall, 113 S. 2nd Street, Lincoln
Harrisville Township Township Hall 114 S. Poor Farm Road, Harrisville
Hawes Township VFW Hall, 2120 W. Trask Lake Road, Barton City
Haynes Township Township Hall, 3930 E. McNeil Road, Lincoln
Mikado Township Township Hall, 2291 S. F-41, Mikado
Millen Township F.O.E Hall, 671 Sanborn Road, Barton City
Mitchell Township Township Hall, 6849 W. Tower Road, Curran
Harrisville City City Hall, 200 5th Street, Harrisville

All polling locations are accessible for voters with disabilities.

Absentee ballots are available for all elections.  Registered voters may
contact their township or city clerk to obtain an application for an absent
voter ballot.

Sample ballots can be found at www.mi.gov/vote.

PATRICIA TRUMAN
Alcona County Clerk

YEARS
EFFECTIVE

ORIGINALLY
VOTED

AUTHORIZED
MILLAGE

GOVERNMENTAL
UNIT
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Sunrise Gardening Club
15th Annual Garden Walk

“LAKESHORE AND MORE”
Saturday, July 28, 2018

10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Rain or Shine
Tickets: $10 – Children under 12 Free

Tickets available after July 12 at:
Harrisville branch of the Alcona Library

Craftmakers’ Cabin in Harrisville
Tickets sold on day of the walk at:

Craftmakers’ Cabin from 9 a.m. to noon
Lunch discount available with ticket at

The Mountain the day of the walk. 7/18 & 7/25

The Mikado Days Planning Committee would like to
thank all of the volunteers that participated with
Mikado Days 2018 in making it a successful event.
Thanks go to all of the individuals, families and
businesses that supported Mikado Days 2018 by
being in the Parade, all the musicians that provided
entertainment, Lincoln OES #184 for providing food,
Kids Games volunteers, the Alcona Masons for their
Child ID Program, face painting, all the classic cars,
trucks, tractors and bikes, the logging equipment, the
wood carvers, the Mikado Clubbers and the Midland
River Hogs for their vintage baseball game, Crafters
and Flea Marketers, our local fire department for their
Safety Demo.  Thank you to all who donated money
that went to the expense of operating Mikado Days
such as the rental of the Water Slide, Bouncie, Port-
a-Potty, music entertainment, prizes for Kids Games.
Special thanks to the Alcona County Road Commis-
sion, the Sheriff’s Department for their support and to
the presence
of Smokey the Bear.   THANK YOU to all.  Hope to see
everyone back next
year.

Thank You

Page 10, Alcona County Review July 25, 2018 Garden walk offers 10 gardens on display
By Mary Weber
Staff Writer
Walking through gardens

filled with flowers and unique
plants, woods, grass and wet-
lands can delight the  senses
and soothe the soul. How-
ever, strolling through gar-
dens in Alcona County can
provide some of the best ad-
ventures a garden lover can
get.

The Sunrise Gardening
Club works hard to select the
finest local gardens it can to
please walkers. This year’s
annual walk is scheduled for
Saturday, July 28 from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.

In all, about 10 gardens
will be viewed by ticket hold-
ers although some of the gar-
dens are in such close prox-
imity, or tended by the same
owners, the club chose a few
to be listed on tickets as one
garden.

Having that many gardens
is a feat, especially consider-
ing several of the factors in
choosing the gardens. One
desired factor is having all
the gardens be relatively near
one another. This allow walk-
ers ample viewing time with-
out an abundant amount of

driving between gardens. An-
other factor is the gardens
meet the needs of a common
theme or element.

This year’s theme is “Lake-
shore and More” with all gar-
dens featuring a lake view or
a unique water feature. They

are also all close in proximity
except for one, which hap-
pens to be worthy of the extra
15-minute drive it takes to
get there.

One of the most important
factors, however, is all the
garden owners must be will-
ing to participate. Unfortu-
nately, the desire to be in-
cluded on the walk causes
some gardeners stress and
strain as they worry, primp
and pamper their plant and
flower beds.

It causes so much stress
that some gardeners, even
though their gardens look
wonderful, don’t feel they are
up to the standards of a pub-
lic walk and end up dropping
out of the program. Such was
the case this spring when the
gardening club had only four
gardens committed and was
scrambling for more to keep
the annual walk going.

The club worked hard and
discovered gardens with ex-
ceptional lake views, woodsy
foot paths winding through a
canopy of cedars, pines and
maples with shade loving
wildflowers, annuals and pe-
rennials swaying gently in the
dappled sunlight. They found
relaxing strolls with fairies
and elves guiding the way,

quaint waterfalls, bubbling
ponds filled with fish, a
zeroscape garden with an ar-
tesian spring flowing through
it, sugar sand beaches, emer-
ald green manicured lawns,
gardens surrounding outdoor
structures such as tiny
houses, gazebos, sun porches
and expansive terraces with
numerous containers over-
flowing with flowers of just
about every size, shape and
color.

One location features a his-
toric Alcona County landmark
celebrating its 90th anniver-
sary. The owners, who have
been at the helm of this land-
mark for 47 of those years,
live just across the street and
are offering both gardens for

Continued on page 11

Do you have news we can use?
Call the Review 724-6384



GUSTIN - HAWES - HAYNES
 VOTE AUGUST 7th

to determine your next
County Commissioner

Meet current Commissioner Adam Brege
and discuss any topic at the following events:

Alcona County Headlee Millage Q&A
Wednesday, July 18 - 7:00 pm – Alcona High School Auditorium

League of Women Voters candidate forum
Thursday, July 19 - 7:00 pm – Alcona County Senior Center

Coffee with a Candidate
Saturday, July 28        9:00 am-Noon
Saturday, August 4          9:00 am-Noon
Chosen Ranch Community Center, Lincoln

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Adam Brege 155 Sunday Dr. Lincoln, MI 48742

“I took an oath to provide the citizens of Alcona County the best
law enforcement services possible, to create a safe community,
and assure our children have a secure environment to grow into
productive adults”.
                              Sheriff Doug Atchison

Just like everywhere else the cost of these services continues to grow at a steady rate but
the financial resources available to County government does not.

County Government is not seeking additional funding to build a new fancy courthouse, or
hire a dozen new employees they are asking for your support to continue to provide each
of you the best services possible and maintain a conservative level of financial responsi-
bility.  County Government has worked diligently to reduce spending by cutting budgets,
negotiating reduced rates in both health care services and retirement programs along with
taking a serious look at prioritizing needs.

Some tough decisions need to be made.  We the people of Alcona County need to VOTE
YES on the Headlee Proposal or the services that we are accustomed to will be in
jeopardy.

3600 complaints are handled by the Alcona County Sheriff’s Office each year,
when it’s your turn to need help let’s make certain someone is there to respond.

SUPPORT THE HEADLEE PROPOSAL.
Paid for by the Committee to Promote Alcona County

ATTENTION VOTERS
There will be an informational meeting about
the county millage requests on the August 7
primary ballot:

 911 • Headlee Restoration •  ACCOA
Alcona Library • EMS

Thursday, August 2 at 7 p.m. at
the Alcona High School Auditorium
This is an opportunity to be educated on the
millages.

7/25 & 8/1
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Garden Continued from page 10

viewing during the walk.
Although not on the lake,

both gardens appeal with
cooling pond habitats. New
annuals and perennials are
added to the gardens each
year, all grown by a local
greenhouse.

Large ornamental planters
also play a key role in the
gardens including a large ce-
ment planter, which the
owner calls “the salad bowl,”
offering shades of gray, blue,
white and maroon plants
which deer are known to belly
up to eat without even bow-
ing their heads.

The gardens boast texture
with soft pops of color, such
as the deep purple clematis
making its way up a hand-set
stone wall cottage or a sea of
soft green and cream bishop’s
weed spilling over the edge of
a stone lined pool of rainbow
trout.

Keep an eye out for wildlife
as eagles, owls, heron, cedar
wax wings and other wood-
land animals such as bear,
bob cat and fox are commonly
sighted near these gardens.

Having next door neigh-
bors who are talented gar-
deners can create a visual
feast for the eye with each
property complementing the
owner’s talents. There are two
sets of neighbors on the walk
this year allowing walkers a
chance to see how similar
soils or container planting can
create a whole new landscape.

At one front porch, an im-
pressive urn transported from
New York, stands with color-
ful florals tumbling over the
edges. A peek inside the front
door highlights this gard-
ener’s green thumb and love
of orchids. Pots filled with
herbs for cooking with one
specifically filled with cat nip
for the neighbor’s cat, line
the back deck overlooking the
lake.

Next door, a massive brick
and stone terrace, offering
numerous outdoor conversa-
tion areas, is softened and
defined by attractive contain-

ers brimming with happy and
peaceful flowers and plants.

Worthy of a little longer
drive to view is a 23-acre prop-
erty owned by a couple native
to Alcona County. The prop-
erty offers a large man-made
pond complete with an island
for elves and a stone water
fall where a large cherub re-
sides to protect the pond’s
live inhabitants, a family of
numerous painted turtles and
several frogs including leop-
ard and bull frogs.

If it is dinner time for the
turtles, visitors are in for a
treat as only a wave from the
owner has the turtles on the
run to grab a tasty worm
which they take right from
his hand, even some of the
frogs enjoy hand-fed worms.

One of the owners of this

property has had muscular
dystrophy most of her life and
has been wheelchair bound
for over 13 years. The gar-
dens which surround the
home offer a touch of whim-
sey and happiness wherever
she looks with many of her
personal keepsake treasures
on display.

Totem poles draped with
bird feeders, dead tree stumps
topped with log bird houses
and a variety of elf and fairy
homes flank the property in-
cluding a village of solar lit
fairy houses eagerly waiting
for the tiny winged travelers
to stop for a restful night’s
sleep.

Smooth pathways of moss,
soft grass and wood chips
line the property and raised
vegetable beds abound offer-
ing the owner easy wheel-
chair access to do a little gar-
dening herself.



1981 US-23, Greenbush

989-724-6356989-724-6356989-724-6356989-724-6356989-724-6356

FridayFridayFridayFridayFriday
All-YAll-YAll-YAll-YAll-You-Can-ou-Can-ou-Can-ou-Can-ou-Can-

Eat FishEat FishEat FishEat FishEat Fish

Taco Bar
Thurs.

5 - 8 p.m.
Grill Hours:Grill Hours:Grill Hours:Grill Hours:Grill Hours: Thurs. – Sun. 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Dine in or take out

Sunday
Brunch

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Now Serving Pizza

COUNTER TOPS

HD-LAMINATE / CORIAN
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S
K
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C
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E
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S

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Phone: (989) 736-6210 Fax: (989) 736-3483

Alcona Area Land Survey
JOHN OLIVER
Professional Surveyor

P.O. Box 435
101 W. Millen
Lincoln, MI 48742 e-mail:rjbj10@yahoo.com

FLOOD CERTIFICATES

Stephen’Stephen’Stephen’Stephen’Stephen’sssss
119 N. Second Ave.• Downtown Alpena
Suits to Socks - Tuxedo and Suit Rental

Accessories and Gifts for Men
(989) 354-8221

www.stephensalpena.com
e-mail: stephens@119n2nd.com

Specializing in Contemporary
Kitchens, Baths, Furniture
& Office Systems &
Ceramic Tile

State Licensed

433 S. US-23,
Harrisville, MI 48740

Jeffrey R. Susan, Owner
(989) 724-6623

STATE STREET AUTO WASH
Located at State Street

105 Mason Street Alpena

CLEARVIEW CAR WASH

US-23 North
East Tawas & Oscoda

Men's Clothing and Accessories
Casual To Formalwear for Men

For weekly tips on being a gentlemen. "LIKE"
 our Facebook Page: Stephen's Menswear

RRRRRITCHIEITCHIEITCHIEITCHIEITCHIE R R R R REPAIREPAIREPAIREPAIREPAIR

Adam Ritchie
Master ASE-Cert. (989) 724-3250

Heavy Truck &
Auto Repair

366 S. US-23,
 Harrisville

Guns and Sporting Goods in Harrisville

Haglunds All Outdoors

2612 US Hwy. 23 South
Alpena, MI

(989) 354-2713

4999 E M-72
Harrisville, MI

(989) 724-5599

Small Engine Repair
Lawn Service Available
DNR License Retailer

HARRIS
CONSTRUCTION

Mechanical Contractor
State Licensed and Insured
harrisjeff1965@yahoo.com

Building Plumbing & Heating
(989) 737-1870 • (989) 724-5244

One Contractor-Start to Finish
Licensed Builder • Remodeling Specialist • Master Plumber

Jeffrey Harris
4963 Campbell St.

Greenbush, MI 48738

249 N. Ripley St. ALPENA • 989-356-1157

• Full Service Auto Repair
• Alignments
• Tires
• Truck & Auto Accessories

WE WILL BEAT ANY WRITTEN ESTIMATE

1981 US-23, Greenbush, MI • 989-724-6356

Fun for
the whole

family

Open 7 Days a week 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

313 North US 23 Harrisville, MI 48740

(989)  724-9364
Insurance Repair Specialist
New Construction
Additions
Remodeling
Repairs
Home Maintenance

….Home improvement experts since 1978
See us online at: dreamquestbuilders.com

Dreamquest Builders

DJ 6 p.m. Friday

Shoreline Glass
& Shower Door

Kitchen • Bath • Window • Door
~ RENOVATIONS ~

989-305-0727
dave@shorelineglass.info
www.shorelineglass.info

213 S. State, Oscoda
Fax 989-764-5910
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Teresa Weyer  at (616) 560-1893 or
Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)

host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

On June 27 members of Lincoln Chapter No. 184, Order
of the Eastern Star donated 18 cases (24 bottles each)
of bottled water to the Harrisville Department. Several
members delivered the water and fire fighter Ryan
Mendyka met them at the Fire hall. He expressed his
appreciation for all of the department members who
will benefit from this donation. (From left) Rita Sands,
Jim Coleman, Helene Edwards, Paula Coleman and Ryan
Mendyka. Courtesy photo.

Northern
July 12

Mikado 1 90
Glennie 1 73
B.C. 1 67
B,C. 2 66
Mikado 2 53
Glennie 2 48
Swamp 1 48
Eagles 1 34

July 19
Mikado 1 100
B.C. 1 76
B.C. 2 76
Glennie 1 75
Mikado 2 62
Glennie 2 51
Swamp 1 51
Eagles 1 36

Horseshoe
League



Area Businesses At Your Service

Northeast Land Surveys
Bill Woods

Professional Surveyor

FLOOD CERTIFICATES
Business: (989) 739-0771
Fax: (989) 739-0772
bill@nelandsurveys.com
(800) 739-NELS (6357)

Servicing: Alcona, Arenac,
 Iosco, Ogemaw and

Oscoda Counties
for over 38 years.

STAN FOURNIER PLUMBING
Stan’s Softwater Systems

Master Plumber
#81-10142

4196 Dellar Rd.,
Harrisville, MI 48740

Call (989) 724-6171
Licensed and Insured

Kitchen and Bath Remodeling
Ceramic Tile Installation

House closings

Timmy Tire Centers Inc.

Oil Change • Tires • All Your Rapair Needs

East Tawas
362-7520

West Branch
345-8690

Open Mon. - Fri. 8:30 - 5:30 • Sat. 9 - 3
www.TimmyTire.net

Celebrating our One Year Anniversary
Oscoda - Next to Kmart

569-6500

Mark A. Shultz, AAMS®

Financial Advisor

297 S. State St.
Oscoda, MI 48750
Office: (989) 739-5469
Fax: (866) 462-1226
Toll Free: (866) 739-5469

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Backwoods Home Maintenance
by Joe

ROOFING

Joe Gonzales
Licensed Builder
(989) 464-2337

Painting - Roofing - Siding - Power Washing
Repairs of Any Type • 30 years experience

P.O. Box 552
Harrisville, MI 48740
Licensed & Insured

(989) 356-9641              Fax: 354-4660

3146 US-23 South                Alpena, MI 49707

JOHN or STEVE PLOWMAN

NORTHEAST MICHIGAN’S BOAT SOURCE
Mercury Outboards • Volvo Penta • MerCruiser

J.C. Pontoons • ShoreMaster Hoists • Ebbtide Fiberglass Boats
Lund • MirroCraft Aluminum Boats

FRED SIEBERT
Parts & Service

VIKING MARINE, INC.

JOHN M. UNKOVICH
Sales & Service

4968 HUBBARD LAKE ROAD, SPRUCE, MICHIGAN 48762

(989) 727-2797
vikingmarine-hubbardlake.com

Certified Mercury & MerCruiser Parts & Service

Established 1969

ABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISIONABEND BROTHERS COLLISION
Environmentally Friendly Green Collision Shop.
Dave Abend, Owner,
Phone: 989-471-2811
Fax: 989-471-2291

10130 US-23
Ossineke, MI 49766

e-mail: abc@abendbrothers.com

HEATING & COOLING

989-735-4255
Serving Northeast Michigan!

DAVID SWEET

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING
COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION

Licensed - Insured - Certified
3021 S. State, Glennie, Michigan 48737

This space is
 available for just
$12.50 per week

Call 989-724-6384
for details
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Candidates Continued from page 1

running his businesses.
Gauthier has been an active
member of Lost Lake Woods
Club since 1990 where he
served on the board of direc-
tors for several years and was
president for two. He is the
president of the Northeast
Michigan Safari Club which
works to, among other things,
provide hunting opportuni-
ties for youth.

In 2010 he formed the Al-
cona Black River Watershed
Council which worked to ad-
dress soil erosion on the Black
River. The group worked
closely with many local orga-
nizations and Huron Pines
and Northeast Michigan
Council of Governments
(NEMCOG) to develop a man-
agement plan for the Black
River. Gauthier said the group
is inactive at this time, but its
efforts cumulated in seeing
five culverts replaced on roads
that cross the Black River. “It
was a good experience and a
great group,” Gauthier said.

Gauthier served on the
Alcona Township Board of
Review for 10 years and was
the deputy supervisor for the
township for seven years
while Roger Carlin was su-
pervisor and when Marlena
MacNeill became supervisor.
He resigned from the position
when he was appointed to the

Alcona County Board of Com-
missioners.

He has three sons and is
an outdoor enthusiast who
enjoys hunting and fishing
and other outdoor activities.

After serving seven months
as a county commissioner
Gauthier decided to run for
the position because, “I really
feel that I have the experience
and expertise where I can
really help. I am interested in
what is going on in the county
and in northeast Michigan. I
really feel that I can be a
positive for Alcona County. I
really believe help is needed…
I am very well versed in un-
derstanding multimillion dol-
lar budgets… My experience
on the Lost Lake Woods board
and other boards over the
years has prepared me for
this position.”

Gauthier said his involve-
ment with many businesses
and organizations – govern-
mental as well as civic – not
only in Alcona County but
throughout the region has
served him well in getting “up
to speed” in the county com-
mission position. He is chair-
man of the finance commit-
tee which “immediately
opened my eyes to the situa-
tion of the county. It was
surprising.”

He is also the liaison to the

veteran’s affairs board, the
Alcona County Library Board
and sits on the board for Dis-
trict Health Department No.
2, NEMCOG, Northeast
Michigan Community Service
Agency (NEMCSA), and the
Sunrise Corrections Board.

If he is elected to the posi-
tion, Gauthier will be focused
on turning around the finan-
cial situation of the county so
it is solvent and able to plan
for the future which includes
improving Internet service
throughout the county and
perusing the reorganization
of the county’s economic de-
velopment board. “I immedi-
ately saw the need for eco-
nomic development in this
county – I’m really behind
that and to improve Internet
service. We have to have that.
As a commission we need to
push this and be behind it.

“The budget, economic de-
velopment and Internet ser-
vice – these are gigantic…
You just can’t be stagnant;
you have to look to the future
and plan for it – there is no
relief coming from the state,”
Gauthier said.

He would like to continue
in the position. “I really enjoy
it. I have the time and the
expertise. I have worked with
every township and county
across northeast Michigan

over the years and I know
how government works. I
know a lot of people… This is
pretty easy for me,” Gauthier
said.

Craig Klemens was born
in Iowa and moved to Alpena
with his family when he was
five years old. He graduated
from Alpena Catholic Central
High School in 1965. He stud-
ied conservation for two years
at Alpena Community Col-
lege, which is where he met
Linda Jo Snyder of Hubbard
Lake, whom he married not
long after they met.

He worked for the City of
Alpena in the highway de-
partment until deciding to go
into law enforcement. He com-
pleted the Mid-Michigan Po-
lice Academy and a few
months later they moved to
Lansing, Mich. when Klemens
took a position as police of-
ficer. During his service,
Klemens spent 17 years with
the department’s special
weapons and tactics (SWAT)
team. He retired 25 years later
and moved back to northern
Michigan. In the fall of 1994
the couple built a home on
Hubbard Lake.

Klemens was officially re-
tired for about a year and a
half when he took a position
with the Alcona County
Sheriff’s Department as a

part-time deputy. During that
time he became licensed to
sell real estate. He continues
to work part-time with the
sheriff’s department and sell
real estate. He is the presi-
dent of the local Fraternal
Order of Police which includes
Alcona, Alpena, Presque Isle
and Montmorency counties.
He is a member and former
president of the Hubbard Lake
Citizens Watch, is a member
of the Thunder Bay Audubon
Society and Alcona Historical
Society and attends and is an
usher at the United Method-
ist Church in Alpena.

He and his wife, who passed
away last winter, have two
children and five grandchil-
dren. He enjoys playing golf
on a men’s league and has
been an avid bird watcher
and history enthusiast for
years. Both of these passions
were combined, over the
years, with travel to every
state in the union except
Hawaii, and just about every
country in Europe, Ireland,
Scotland, Russia, the
Ukraine, and Costa Rica.

Klemens said he decided to
run for the seat on the county
commission because he has
more time on his hands and
wants to get involved. “This is

Continued on page 14



Alcona County Clerk
The county clerk is an elected office established by the
Constitution of the State of Michigan. Services provided by
the county clerk are primarily statutory and include but are
not limited to the following:
Vital Records: The county clerk keeps a record of all births
and deaths that occur in the county, and marriage licenses
that are issued in the county. Other vital records maintained
in the office are assumed names (DBA) and co-partnership
certificates, military discharge orders, concealed weapons
permits, and notary public bonds.
Elections: The county clerk administers or oversees all
elections which occur in the county. The clerk also keeps
records of all county election results as well as training all
election workers.
Courts: The county clerk is clerk of the criminal, civil, and
family divisions of the 23rd Circuit Court. The clerk files all
pleadings and receipts payments for court ordered fines
and costs for these courts.
County Boards: The county clerk serves as clerk for the
Board of Commissioners, the Board of Canvassers, the
Plat Board, the Apportionment Commission, and the Jury
Commission. Minutes and other pertinent records for all
boards are permanent records and are maintained in the
clerk’s office.
Accounting: In Alcona County, the county clerk is respon-
sible for maintaining county expenditures and assists with
county monthly claims, which are approved by the Board of
Commissioners. The clerk also administers the county
payroll, health insurance, and worker’s compensation,
unemployment, and liability insurance and maintains per-
sonnel files on all county employees.
Miscellaneous: The county clerk is the custodian of the
Circuit Court Seal which is used to certify all official county
documents originating in the clerk’s office. The clerk also
keeps the Oath of Office for all county officials and their
deputies and/or designated representatives.
The Alcona County Clerk’s office is committed to providing
all of our customers with accurate and efficient service.

Treasurer
The Office of the County Treasurer was established by the
Michigan State Constitution. The treasurer is an elected
official and serves a r-year term. The treasurer is the chief
custodian of all funds received by the county. In relation to
this responsibility, the treasurer administers the provision
of the General Property tax laws and is responsible for the
collection and distribution of delinquent real tax levies. The
treasurer also has the added responsibilities of:
• Custodianship of banking of funds
• Investment of monies
• Statutory supervision of all property taxes. During current
summer and winter collection periods, local treasurers act
as agents and are accountable to the county treasurer
during the March settlement for their collection and uncol-
lected remainder.
• Agent for the County of Alcona Tax Revolving Fund.
Distribution of the Tax Revolving Funds permits 100%
payment of real delinquencies to levying entities for sum-
mer and winter tax.
• Responsible for maintenance of all delinquent property
tax records and assignment of fees leading up to foreclo-
sure.
• Accounting and distribution of penal fines.
• Providing tax certification on all transfers of real properties
when the deed or other instrument contains a “warrant and
defend” clause. A proper and legal description is required,
and transfer cannot be recorded without the treasurer’s
certification that taxes are paid for the prior 5 years on that
legal description.
• Settling Michigan Tax Tribunal appeals, including refund-
ing taxpayers

THESE ARE SERVICES YOUR TAX DOLLARS SUPPORT
• Adjustments of tax dollars as ordered by local boards of
review
• Adjustments of principle residence exemptions as or-
dered by the State of Michigan-Department of Treasury
• Perform annual audit of Principal Residence Exemptions
• Responsible for collection of all State Education Taxes
and submitting to the State of Michigan
• Remitting Transfer tax fees collected by Register of
Deeds office
• Administration of dog licenses collections and accounting
• Conformance and reporting responsibilities with the state
for compliance with Public Act 123 of 1999
• The Alcona County Treasurer is the foreclosing govern-
ment unit and handles the sale of foreclosed properties

Equalization Department
Maintain 20,000+ parcels: Transfers of ownership, updat-
ing mailing & property addresses & legal descriptions,
exemptions, etc.
Collect & input Principal Residence Exemptions: New,
rescinds, conditional & denials. Collect & input Qualified
Agricultural & Qualified Forest Exemptions
Perform transfer of ownership: Input deeds for transfers,
death certificates, trusts, etc. Track tenants in common
percentages, verify correct legal descriptions on deeds. On
average there are 1,600 – 2,000 documents entered in our
database each year.
Assist the Public, Realtors, Appraisers, etc.: Informa-
tion dwellings, property history, values, taxes, description,
neighboring owners, comparable sales/dwellings, etc. Public
terminal located at our office provides property search to
the public, also hard copies of assessment rolls are avail-
able for viewing.
Printable reports and documents: Available upon re-
quest we can provide many different reports, including but
limited to sales reports, mailing labels, property owner
reports, special assessments, section maps.
Perform state required appraisals on all classes of
property: A minimum of 10% of the parcels for agricultural,
commercial, industrial & personal property must be studied
on a yearly basis. Residential parcels are studied on a per
sale basis, in general this could be between 500 – 1,000
parcels.
Our office uses said studies to compile our: ECFs (Eco-
nomic Condition Factors) & land values for all classes.
Then those are implemented in our appraisal studies,
which are used to ensure that the township assessors are
assessing between 49 – 50% of fair market value.
Land value guide: Sales compiled each year to show an
average per acre or per front foot value of property in the
county. Available for public viewing.
Land divisions & combination: Split parcels and/or tracts,
create new legal descriptions and redraw section maps,
create new parcel numbers and follow up with PREs if
required.
Input millages and print tax bills (20,000+): Ensure each
jurisdiction has the correct millage rates applied, print, fold
and stuff (in most cases) tax bills twice a year. Print
warrants and balance totals with all 12 townships. We also
reprint tax bills to owners who have lost or didn’t receive
them due to mailing mishaps, this is helpful especially since
most of our township treasurers work from their homes and
are not necessarily available 9-5 every day.
Assessment change notices: After downloading each of
the township’s values and balancing to assessed and
taxable values, we print assessment change notices for the
townships to mail out year. Again roughly 20,000.
Print personal property statements: We print roughly
950 personal property statements for the townships to mail.
GIS: We can assist with viewing or printing of GIS maps for
property owners. They include aerial view & parcel lines of
surrounding properties
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my first crack at an elected
position,” he said. “I have been
in public service all of my
adult life and decided to step
it up.”

He has a few “visions” of
what he’d like to see happen
while in the county if he is

The July 2018 meeting was
held with eight members
present. A thank you note
was read from the Chosen
Ranch and it was noted that
auxiliary member, Bertha
Golder, will be 99 years old on
December 3. A memorial do-
nation was made in Pat Eller’s
memory; she had been an
auxiliary member for a very
long time.

Treasurer Sandy Light ad-
vised that the outstanding
checks have cleared the
checking account and will
contact the trustees to final-
ize the second quarter audit.
President Kathy Vichunas will
send a letter to department
requesting the procedures to
disband the auxiliary. If ad-
vised by department, the aux-
iliary will schedule a meeting
to formally close the auxil-
iary.

Organization
Notes

Candidates Continued from page 13

elected to the position. “I re-
ally love this county. I’d like
to see an uptick in tourism –
there are a lot of natural re-
sources to enjoy and I’d like
to see more fishermen and
hunters discover our county.
Although, there are still chal-

lenges that we face with a
depleted fishing industry and
bovine TB in the deer herd…”

Klemens said he knows it
will take some time for him to
“get in there and figure out
what end is up.” He is an
advocate for veterans – “What-

ever I can do for veterans – I
want to be able to help.” He is
also an advocate for “fiscal
responsibility” and “using re-
sources wisely.” “I don’t think
there is too much unneces-
sary spending at this point.

“Emergency services –

that’s kinda my wheelhouse.
It’s important to get the best
people possible in (these) po-
sitions – fire fighters, cops,
EMS — are critical… Seniors
are pretty important. Almost
40 percent of this county is
65 or older. Their complaints
and concerns need to be ad-
dressed,” Klemens said.

VFW Post No. 6754
Auxiliary

Classified Ad
Deadline is
 Monday at

5 p.m.
Call

724-6384
Visa,

Mastercard
& Discover
Accepted



New Life Lutheran Church (ELCA)
Sunday Worship & Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church (WELS)

Church Street at Traverse Bay Road
Lincoln, Mich. 48742 ~ 736-1227

Pastor David Putz~ Service, Sunday 9 a.m.

SOLID ROCK CHURCH OF GOD
158 N. Barlow Road., Harrisville • (989) 736-6350

Pastor Edward Morrison • Full Gospel
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

Evening Service 6 p.m. • Family Bible Study 7 p.m. Wednesday

Spruce Presbyterian Church

First Baptist Church of Lincoln
Sunday School 9:45 a.m. - Worship 11 a.m.

Bible Study/Prayer, Wed. 7 p.m.

St. Andrew's Episcopal Church

6230 Gillard Road (P.O. Box 37) Spruce, MI 48762 • 471-5464
Worship 9 a.m.

Pastor Dr. Arie VanBrenk • 202 Main Street • 736-8796

Corner of US-23 & Medor Rd.
Harrisville • 724-5160

www.standrewschurchharrisville.org
10 A.M. SUNDAY SERVICE

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2902 E. F-30, Mikado, MI 48745 • (989) 736-8345

Pastor Tim Steiner
Sunday School: 10 a.m. • Sunday Worship Services: 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Adult Prayer & Bible Study Sundays 5:30-6:30 p.m. (K-6th)

Monday: 6:30 p.m. *Teen Program (Grades 7-12)
 *Fall-Spring programs                      Calvarybaptistchurchmikadomichigan

Family Heritage Baptist Church
4260 M-72 Harrisville (2.5 miles west of the light)

Pastor Ernest Ruemenapp (989) 724-6728  •  www.church72.org.

Our Savior Lutheran Church
3639 South M-65, Glennie, Michigan

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
6891 Nicholson Hill Road, Hubbard Lake, Mich. 49747

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class at 11 a.m.

Pastor Joseph Llewellyn • (989) 727-2496

Hubbard Lake Rd.,
¾ mile south of White Pine National Golf Course
Pastor Christina Bright             Office 736-7816

Westminster Presbyterian Church U.S.A.
201 N. Second at Jefferson, Harrisville
Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

 Worship & Sunday School ~ 11 a.m.
Monday & Wednesday office hours 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rev. Ken Krause ~ 724-6734

GREENBUSH COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

COMMUNITY OF CHRIST
Church School 10 a.m.  ~ Worship 11 a.m.

3155 E. F-30, Mikado MI • Church 736-8727
Pastor Char McGuire • 736-3486

GRACE EVANGELICAL PRESBYTERIAN
Don VanDyke, Pastor

Worship 10:45 a.m. Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
739-3424 • graceonthebase@gmail.com

www.graceoscoda.org
6012 N. Skeel , Oscoda, Next to Parks Library

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors The people of the
United Methodist Church serving Alcona County

Come as you are - everyone is welcome!

With worship at these locations:
Lincoln at 9 a.m. (101 E. Main St)

Harrisville at 10:30 a.m. (217 N. State St.)
All sanctuaries are wheelchair accessible and all sites offer

Sunday School for children during the worship hour.

2430 S. State, Greenbush • 724-5264 • Pastor A. C. Caincross
 • Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
 • Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
 • Sunday Evening Service 6 p.m.

ALCONA COUNTY CATHOLIC CHURCHES
ST. RAPHAEL, Mikado, Saturday 4:30 p.m.

ST. GABRIEL, Black River Saturday 6:30 p.m.
ST. CATHERINE (Ossineke) Sunday 9 a.m.

ST. ANNE, Harrisville Sunday 11 a.m.
Pastor: Fr. Robert Bissot • (989) 724-6713

Wednesday Prayer
Meeting 6 p.m.

Sunday worship services 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Sunday school 10 a.m. Wednesday 7 p.m.

children’s ministry. Wednesday 7 p.m. midweek service
(preaching and prayer service).

Sunday Morning 9 a.m. Worship Service
Everyone Welcome

Haynes Community Church
4505 Shaw Road, Harrisville, Michigan 48740

Sunday Morning Service 11 a.m.
989-724-6665

Pastor Claire Duncan • haynescommunitychurch.org

AreA ChurCh DireCtory

Induction Loop equipped for tele-coil hearing aids

Rev. Ken Krause - Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Rev. Eric Johnson - Pastor
Phone - 989-335-4050 - Cell 810-335-1276

Spruce Lutheran Church (ELCA)
1246 E. Spruce Rd. • 989-471-5013

P.O. Box 68, Spruce, MI 48762
Sunday Worship 8:45 a.m. Pastor Leslie Nye

The Lutheran
Church

Missouri Synod

Faith Lutheran Church
3395 E. M-72 (4¼ miles west of US-23) Harrisville, MI

Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. ~ Barrier Free
Bible Class 9:15 a.m.

Trinity Lutheran Church (ELCA)
2096 Trask Lake Rd., Barton City 48705

Services 4 p.m. every Saturday
Supply Pastor Christina Bright ~ (989) 736-8460

Everyone Welcome
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Alcona retirees will meet
for a potluck lunch and bingo
at noon at the Lincoln Senior
Center, 207 Church Street.
Bring a dish to pass. Call
(989) 736-8879 for details.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3
A fish fry will be held from

5 to 7 p.m. at the American
Legion Hall, 2205 Alger in
Mikado. Cost is $8 for adults,
$4 for children ages six
through 12, five and younger
eat for free. Call (989) 736-
9526 for details.

Learn about the emerald
ash borer at 10 a.m. and
brown garden snail at 2 p.m.
at the Harrisville State Park,
248 State Park Road south of
Harrisville at 10 a.m. Each
event includes crafts and
games. Meet in the Explorer
Program Den. A Recreation
Passport is required for en-
try. Children under the age of
eight must be accompanied
by an adult. Call (989) 724-
5126 for details.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4
The Alcona Humane Soci-

ety annual dinner and silent
auction will be held at Lost
Lake Woods Club in Lincoln
from 5 to 8 p.m. For more
information, call (989) 736-
7387.

The second annual WXTF-
LP fund-raising concert will
be held at the Lincoln Senior
Center in Lincoln from 2 p.m.
to midnight. For details, con-
tact Tom Thomas at (979) 607-
0187.

The Bownlee Lake Asso-
ciation Boat Parade of Lights
will be held on Bownlee Lake
in Lincoln at 8 p.m. A DJ will
provide music. Contact Ed
Buelow at (248) 696-1910 for
more information.

The Chosen Teen Confer-
ence for ages 13 to 19 will be
held at Alcona High School,
51 North Barlow Road, Lin-
coln. Tickets are $25 in ad-
vance or $30 at the door and
the first 200 people to sign up
will have the opportunity to
stay overnight at the Chosen
Ranch. Events throughout
the day include music, guest
speakers and break-out ses-
sions. To register or for ques-
tions, call (989) 464-0648 or
visit www.chosen-ranch.org.
T-shirts, CDs, food and con-
cessions will be available for
purchase.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 5
Join the Harrisville Uku-

lele Meetup at the Bobcat Bar
& Grill, Greenbush Golf
Course from 6 to 8 p.m. All
levels of ukulele players are
welcome. They meet to create
a supportive ukulele commu-
nity to strum, sing and have
fun. There will be a $1 collec-
tion to defray costs. Call
Elaine at (305) 395-0237 for
details.

Calendar of Events

(Editor’s Note: Entries for
Calendar are always wel-
come. They will be published

Continued from page 6 The Adventures of Paul
Vacation Bible School will be
held at Hope Lutheran
Church, 5462 Nicholson Hill
Road in Hubbard Lake. The
program will start at 5:30
p.m. with a light supper and
end at 8 p.m. All ages and
adult classes. To register or
for information, call (989) 727-
3206.

Rec 101: Work your Tail on

the Trail from 3 to 3:30 p.m.
at Harrisville State Park. Join
exercise and health enthusi-
ast Brittany Joyce for various
workouts fitness enthusiasts
would be able to do on any
campground trail system.
Program includes a full body
workout on the paved trail,
instruction and fitness tips.
May be cancelled due to in-
clement weather. Call (989)
724-5126 for details. A Rec-

in chronological order as space
allows. Entries should be
turned in at least two weeks
prior to the date of the event.
Events sponsored by busi-
nesses or individuals to make
a profit or governmental units
for meeting notification are not
eligible for this free public ser-
vice. Sorry, bingo, garage
sales, raffle ticket sales, or
political campaigning informa-
tion is not eligible.)

reation Passport is required
for entry to the park.

MONDAY, AUGUST 6
Senior commodities will be

distributed from 9 to 10 a.m.
at the Lincoln Senior Center,
207 Church Street. Call (989)
736-8879 for details.



BBBBBuggy RRRRRides
From the files of the Alcona County Review

July 25, 1968 ~ The late
Hazen (KiKi) Cuyler, and two
contemporary baseball greats
were inducted formally into
baseball’s Hall of Fame, Mon-
day at Cooperstown, New
York, where ceremonies be-
gan at 10:00 a.m. This brings
the total membership to 110.
Joe Medwick and Leon
“Goose” Goslin were the other
two so honored.

Medwick and Goslin were
present at the ceremonies at
the Hall of Fame, and Mrs.

KiKi Cuyler installed in hall of  fame with baseball greats
Cuyler of Harrisville accepted
a plaque in behalf of her late
husband, who died in 1950,
from Gen. William D. Eckert,
Commissioner of Baseball.

Upon receiving the plaque,
Mrs. Cuyler stated “I know
my husband would be very
proud today. Baseball was
his life and it w as a good life”.

Members of the Baseball
Writers’ Association of
America, voted Medwick, 56,
in to the Hall on January 23,
1968, the last time he would

have been eligible before pass-
ing in to the jurisdiction of
the veterans’ group. Cuyler
and Goslin were picked Jan
uary 28 by the special 12-m
an Veterans’ Committee.

Cuyler hit .321 and stole
328 bases while playing with
Pittsburgh, Chicago, Cincin-
nati and Brooklyn from 1921
through 1938. Four times he
led the National League in
stolen bases.

The Cuyler family, Mrs.
Bertha Cuyler, her son,

Harold Cuyler, daughter, Mrs.
Ted (Kelly June) Kruttlin, Mr.
Kruttlin and their two sons,
Dennis and Teddy, left Alpena
Airport by chartered plane at
2:00 p.m. Sunday for
Cooperstown, to attend
Monday’s ceremony. Hazen
Medor, a nephew, with his
wife and son, from Ann Ar-
bor, also attended.

July 25, 1968 ~ Work w as
begun last week on the build-
ing of a new Trinity Lutheran
Church in Lincoln to replace
the present building which is
inadequate as to size.

Excavating and building of
the cement block basement
room is well under way for
the 64 ft. by 36 ft. building
which will seat 180 people.
Estimated cost of the struc-
ture is about $75,000 and
much of the labor will be volun
teered by members of the con-
gregation. Donald Read, Sr.,is
the contractor.

Rev. Louis Pingel, formerly
of Roscoe, South Dakota, is
pastor of the church and will
also serve Mio. Services are
at 9 a. m . each Sunday.

Work begun
on

Lincoln
church

Carl Reibow
to open

hardware here
July 29, 1943  ~ Carl

Reibow, prominent business-
man of Glennie for many years
has purchased the two Lund
buildings on Main Street in
Harrisville and will open a
modern Hardware store here
about September 1st. Redeco-
rating of both Interior and
exterior is being done this
week.

Harrisville has keenly felt
the loss of the Miller Hard-
ware following the unsuccess-
ful attempt of the community
to retain this very fine store,
and consider themselves for-
tunate in having Mr. Reibow
come into the community.
Our gain is a loss to the Glen-
nie community. He has al-
ways been active in the busi-
ness, political and social life
of his town and has served as
Curtis Township Clerk for a
number of years.

Mr. Reibow, who now op-
erates a general store In Glen-
nie will remove his hardware
stock to the new location and
dispose of the remaining
stock. His plans are to use
the cement block building as
the main store for the present,
later remodeling the second
building, making a street level
cement block structure for
the Hardware and using the
east building for farm imple-
ments and repairs.

Mr. and Mrs. Reibow and
family will reside in the Edgar
house on Huron Ave.

The Lund cement block
building was erected by the
late C. M. Lund in 1916 and
used as a show room for Fords
cars. The frame building was
moved from Lake Street where
it served as a Harness Shop
for Mr. Lund, was added to,
and remodeled in its new lo-
cation. The buildings have
been vacant for several years.

• GT
• TOWNIE

• CANNONDALE
• ELECTRA
• SCHWINN

• TRAILMATE

Heart
Healthy!Cobblestone Cyclery

989-356-1238
225 W. Chisholm, Alpena

Factory-Trained Service • Custom Bikes
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Moments In Time
By The History Channel

Strange But True
By Samantha Weaver

Trivia Test
By Fifi Rodriguez

• On Aug. 1, 1498, Italian explorer Christopher Columbus
sets foot on the South American mainland for the first time,
at the Paria Peninsula in present-day Venezuela. Thinking it
an island, he christened it Isla Santa and claimed it for Spain.
Columbus, a deeply religious man, believed that Venezuela
was the edge of the Garden of Eden.

• On Aug. 4, 1927, the Father of Country Music, Jimmie
Rodgers, is recorded for the first time during the legendary
Bristol Sessions. A talent scout had set up a makeshift
recording studio in an empty warehouse in Bristol, Tennes-
see, and recorded numerous then-unknown acts during the
12-day marathon.

• On Aug. 2, 1943, future President John F. Kennedy is
serving as commander of a torpedo boat in the Solomon
Islands when his ship is rammed at night by a Japanese
destroyer, cutting it in two. Kennedy's heroics led to the
rescue of the survivors from an island six days later.

• On July 30, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson signs
Medicare, a health insurance program for elderly Americans,
into law. Former President Harry Truman was enrolled as the
first beneficiary and received the first Medicare card.

• On Aug. 5, 1957, "American Bandstand" goes national on
television, hosted by 26-year-old Dick Clark. He pushed hard
for a 3:30 p.m. time slot, when teenagers were out of school
and most likely to watch.

• On Aug. 3, 1988, Soviet authorities free Mathias Rust,
the daring young West German pilot who landed a rented
Cessna on MoscowÕs Red Square in 1987, from a labor camp
as a goodwill gesture to the West.

• On July 31, 1990, Nolan Ryan wins the 300th game of his
career. A believer that pitching power, as well as consistency
and endurance, comes from the legs, not the arms, Ryan ran
every day.

(c) 2018 Hearst Communications, Inc.
All Rights Reserved

• You probably won't be surprised to learn that it was
Albert Einstein who made the following sage observation: "A
clever person solves a problem. A wise person avoids it."

• Ever wonder why blue jeans are blue? When they were
first designed by Levi Strauss, the people most likely to wear
them were those who did a great deal of manual labor.
Strauss rightly assumed the work was likely to be dirty, so he
dyed his new trousers indigo to help hide stains.

• Statistics on sporting events show that 17 of the 20
sporting events with the most attendees every year are
NASCAR races.

• Before horror author Stephen King became famous for
novels such as "Carrie," "The Stand" and "The Shining," he
wrote four novels and 60 short stories that failed to be
accepted for publication.

• Historians report that Napoleon Bonaparte, when he
wasn't busy conquering, enjoyed ice skating.

• Do animals grieve their own? Perhaps so -- at least, some
animals. When an elephant dies, other elephants in the herd
will cover the body with leaves and branches and often will
stay with it for days.

• You may be surprised to learn that a Boeing 747 jet is
longer from wingtip to wingtip than the distance of the Wright
Brothers' first airplane flight.

•  If you're enjoying summer picnics, you might want to
keep in mind the fact that there are 1,500 known species of
fleas and 9,500 known species of ants. Then again, that
might be a factoid you'd rather forget.

***
Thought for the Day: "Strike an average between what a

woman thinks of her husband a month before she marries
him and what she thinks of him a year afterward, and you will
have the truth about him." -- H.L. Mencken

(c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.

1. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which U.S. president was the shortest?
2. HISTORY: What agreement provided for the dissolution of the former Soviet
Union?
3. LITERATURE: Which book in the Harry Potter series has a mythical creature in its
title?
4. TELEVISION: Who played Thurston Howell III on "Gilligan's Island"?
5. FOOD & DRINK: What is the method that involves cooking food in sealed bags,
usually in water?
6. GAMES: What company introduced the "Hot Wheels" toys and games?
7. GEOGRAPHY: How many U.S. states border the Gulf of Mexico?
8. SCIENCE: What element makes up 47 percent of the Earth's crust?
9. ART: Which art movements was painter Max Ernst associated with?
10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a group of kangaroos called?

Answers: 1. James Madison, 5 foot 4; 2. The Belavezha Accords; 3. "Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix"; 4. Jim Backus;
5. Sous-vide; 6. Mattel; 7. Five: Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and Florida ; 8. Oxygen; 9. Dada and Surrealism; 10.
A troop or mob (c) 2018 King Features Synd., Inc.
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HELP WANTED

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Oscoda Commons
(Next to K-Mart)

SEW IT
SEAMS

Hours:
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

Closed for lunch 1-2 p.m.

SharboneauSharboneauSharboneauSharboneauSharboneau
& Sons& Sons& Sons& Sons& Sons

Excavating, Demolition,
septic systems, topsoil,

 sand and gravel.
All excavating needs.
Licensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & InsuredLicensed & Insured

(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148(989) 736-8148

Mikado Goodfellows Bingo ev-
ery Monday 6:30 p.m. at Mikado
Civic Center.  Winner-takes-all
game and cookie jar. All pro-
ceeds to charity.

Buying standing timber, mini-
mum five acres. Cole Forest
Products (989) 736-8928.

BUYING
TIMBER

Alcona County Review Classifieds
Call 989-724-6384Ads may be brought in to our office at 111 Lake St., Harrisville

Cost per ad is $4.50 for the first 10 words and 15¢ for each word thereafter. Boxed ads
 are $5 per column inch. Ads and payment must be received by 5 p.m. Monday.

All Classified Ads MUST be Paid in Advance We accept: Cash, Checks, Visa, Mastercard and Discover

FOR RENT

LINCOLN MANOR
APARTMENTS

A beautiful home for
independent seniors and
disabled adults who enjoy
 being in a country setting

and having the convenience
of nearby stores, restaurants,
lakes, and even a senior center!

Call the site manager for more
information, and

 apply for your apartment today!

(989) 533-8394

TROUT
FISHING

BINGO

Cedarbrook Trout Farm, open
for public fishing, seven days a
week noon to 6 p.m. No license
required, bait and equipment fur-
nished. Tow and half miles north
of Harrisville on Lakeshore Drive.

SEWING NOTIONS
Alterations

(989) 739-3412

Accepting Credit Cards

LOST / FOUND
Reward for the return of a lost
three-ring binder that contains
purchase information of a boat
from Florida. Call or text (989)
525-6432 or (989) 737-6710.

Public Land Auction
The following County Treasurers will
be offering tax reverted real estate at
public Auction on August 14, 2018:
Alcona, Montmorency, Presque Isle &
Alpena.
The Auction will be held at the Alpena
Events Complex (A-PLEX), 701 Wood-
ward Ave., Alpena, MI 49707. Registra-
tion will begin at 11:30 a.m. Auction will
begin at 12 p.m.
Online bidding will be available via
www.tax-sale.info
For more information or for a list of the
properties being sold, visit our website
at www.tax-sale.info or call 1-800-259-
7470. Sale listings are also available at
your local County Treasurer's Office.

(989) 848-5158 • (989) 848-5158 • (989) 848-5158 • (989) 848-5158 • (989) 848-5158 • WWWWWWWWWWWWWWW.L.L.L.L.LETSETSETSETSETSTTTTTALKALKALKALKALKAAAAAUCTIONUCTIONUCTIONUCTIONUCTION.....COMCOMCOMCOMCOM

LLLLLETSETSETSETSETS T T T T TALKALKALKALKALK A A A A AUCTIONUCTIONUCTIONUCTIONUCTION

REAL  ESTATE
Pole barn 30 x 40, corner of Lake
street and Washington in city of
Harrisville. Also available seven
surrounding lots. (989) 724-5804.

U-PICK
RASPBERRIES

U-pick raspberries, Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Huron View Tree Farm, 4700 East
Sucker Creek Road, Black River.
(989) 724-5510.
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PUBLIC AUCTION!
Sat. July 28. 10 a.m. ~ Perry Creek & M-33 Mio.

Furniture; Roseville Pottery; Glassware; Pewter;
Kitchenware; Household; Antiques; Coca~Cola; Sports-
man; Fishing; Canoes; Tool Chests; Garage & Outside;’72
Honda Motorcycle; Paddle Boat; Coins & More!

Retiring Gun Shop
 Liquidation AUCTION!

Sat. July 28. 11:30 a.m. ~ Perry Creek & M-33 Mio.
Long & Hand Guns: Winchester, Ruger, Remington, Brown-
ing, Savage, Glock, Colt, S&W, Beretta & More! Ammo!;
Magazines; Holsters; Grips; Gun & Shop Supplies; Show-
cases; African Animal Mounts & More!

Immediate opening at
Alcona Motors

Chevrolet Buick
is looking for Someone
for auto detailing. Stop
into the Service Depart-
ment for as application.
313 S. Second, Lincoln

989-736-8191

One bedroom, free heat, water
and electric. Covered parking. One
block from downtown Harrisville.
Immediate occupancy. Furnished
or unfurnished. Call (989) 362-
4400.

Now hiring RNs, LPNs, CNAs and
a cook. Apply at Jamieson Nurs-
ing Home, 790 South US-23, Har-
risville, Mich. 48740. (989) 724-
6889.

Looking for experienced roofers
and laborers. Full time positions.
Apply at John’s Home Mainte-
nance, 574 South Second Street,
Lincoln, Mich., Monday through
Friday between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

WORK WANTED

Advertisement for bids: Pro-
posals will be received by the
Alcona County Road Commis-
sion at 301 North Lake Street,
P.O. Box 40, Lincoln, Mich.
48742, until 4 p.m. on Monday,
August 6, 2018 to be publicly
read and considered at 4:15
p.m. at the regular road com-
mission meeting on August 8,
2018, for the following: 1. One
or more used Caterpillar 950H
(or equal) all-wheel drive, ar-
ticulated steering wheel loader,
four cubic yard rated capacity.
2. One (1) used Caterpillar 924H
(or equal) all-wheel drive, ar-
ticulated steering wheel loader,
2.75 cubic yard rated capacity.
3. One or more used 140H (or
equal) six wheel motor grader
with 14 foot mold board. All
equipment proposals submit-
ted for purchase must be in
excellent working and visual
condition and less than 15 years
old. Specifications may be ob-
tained at the above road com-
mission office or will be mailed
upon request. Proposals must
be sealed and plainly marked
“Wheel Loader Bid” on the out-
side of the envelope. The board
reserves the right to reject any
or all proposals, to waive any
irregularities in any proposal,
or to accept any proposal;
deemed to be in the best inter-
est of the Alcona County Road
Commission. Board of County
Road Commissioners Alcona
County, Michigan Alfred J.
Scully, Chairman.

BOARD
POSITION

I will clean your house. Have
references. Call Liz (989) 724-
6400.

Wanted Light
Housekeeping work in
Lincoln, Barton City,

Glennie area
(989) 736-8503

Cell (989) 225-1658

BIDS WANTED

The Alcona County Board of Com-
missioners seek individuals in-
terested in serving on the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices board. Submit letter of in-
terest to the Alcona County
Clerk’s office, P.O. Box 308,
Harrisville, Mich. 48740 by 4 p.m.
on Tuesday, July 31, 2018.

Alcona County Sheriff's Report

103 complaints were handled resulting in the following: 1 Arrest; 1 Warrant
Arrest.

Complaint Statistics
Car/Deer Accidents 5 Traffic/Traffic Stop 34
Medical 21 Warrant Arrest 1
Property Damage Accident 2 Mental 1
Animal Neglect 8 Animal/Dog 7
Criminal Sexual Conduct 1 Miscellaneous 4
Patrol Check 1 Well Being Check 1
Suspicious Event 5 Larceny 1
Marine 4 Assault 3
Fire 5 Unlawful Drive Away Auto 1
Civil 2 Alarm 2
Vehicle Identification Insp. 1 Trespass 2
Lost Property 3 Drive While Lic. Suspended 1
Abandoned Vehicle 2 Littering 1
Neighbor Trouble 1 Dog Bite 1
Gun Shots 1 Burglary 1

For the Week of July 16-22, 2018For the Week of July 16-22, 2018For the Week of July 16-22, 2018For the Week of July 16-22, 2018For the Week of July 16-22, 2018

Complaints taken by City, Township or  Village
Alcona 9 Caledonia 14 Curtis 11
Greenbush 16 Gustin 9 Harrisville 14
Hawes 7 Haynes 4 Mikado 10
Millen 5 Mitchell 5
Harrisville City 5 Village of Lincoln 7

By Evan Kuth
Capital News Service
Peter Fowler is an execu-

tive board member of the Bat
Association of Michigan State

Volunteers build bat houses, combat spread of  disease
University, which has hosted
a workshop on the impor-
tance of bats and their im-
pact on the ecosystem, and
built some “bat boxes.”

“For the community bat
houses we wanted to build
something small, easy to
mount in a number of loca-
tions and relatively versatile,”

Fowler said.
The bat boxes are two to

four-foot tall black wooden
boxes that can hold up to 20
bats. Fowler explained that
building them is a meticu-
lous process. “We’ll be burn-
ing them using a centuries
old Japanese method called
‘Shou Sugi Ban,’ which liter-
ally translated means burn
cedar board,” Fowler said.
“Burning the boards helps
preserve them, makes them
water-resistant and gives
them a dark color that can
maintain the heat.”

Volunteers from across the
state attended the workshop.

“We were really excited
about the prospect of getting
more habitat restoration go-
ing in the area,” Fowler said.

According to Fowler bats
are losing habitats left and
right, including in mid-Michi-
gan. “Just a couple of years
ago, 200 trees were removed
from the former Red Cedar
Golf Course (in Lansing,
Mich.), which were known to
be home to a number of en-
dangered Indiana bats,”
Fowler said.

Fowler said that by build-
ing bat boxes, the group is
trying to educate the public
on the importance of the
winged creature.

“Bat houses are a great

way for the community to
engage in habitat restora-
tion, and it also serves as a
point of education about the
important role these often-
ignored animals serve our
ecosystem,” Fowler said.

Alexandra Shigley is the
president of the MSU Zoo-
logical Students Association,
which helped put on the
event. She said giving bats
homes will prevent the
spread of disease by isolat-
ing bats and preventing them
from gathering in large
groups.

“In Michigan we have the
white nose syndrome, and it
actually wakes them up from
their winter hibernation,”
Shigley said. “It can spread
so quickly. Researchers will
go into these caves and the
bottom of these caves will
just be covered in bats.”

Both groups are giving
Lansing-area residents bat
boxes to put up in their neigh-
borhoods. Shigley says that
if you’re afraid of bats get-
ting into your house, bat
homes may be a solution.

“It’s important for people
to know that bat boxes are a
way to keep bats out of your
house but give them a
healthy place to live,” Shigley
said.
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REAL ESTATE GUIDE

Cell - 989-329-7026
Office - 989-739-2050 - Ext. 1503
E-mail -
larryabeck73@yahoo.com

Larry Beck
Sales Associate

Let me assist you in buying
or selling your next home

Beautiful custom built home
on Van Ettan Lake. Vaulted
ceiling and fireplace in living
room. Formal dining room
plus eat in kitchen. Newer
appliances go with sale. Par-
tial basement for mechanics

Updated 3 bedroom home
ready to move into. All new
paint and floor coverings. New
plumbing. New cabinets and

Low maintenance brick home
on Cedar Lake. Pella win-
dows thru-out. 18x10 heated
sunroom lakeside leading to
composite deck. Three bed-

Lake Huron Condo located
in town. Beautiful sandy
beach and near Oscoda
Beach Park new pier. Newer
hot water heating system and

and storage. Master bedroom has french doors leading to
sitting room over looking the lake and huge deck. Very nice
landscaping. Full house backup generator. $277,000

counter tops in kitchen with very decorative wall tiles in
kitchen and bathroom. 10½ x 23 att. garage and large
carport also. Front and backyard completely fenced for kids
and pets. Large wooden deck on front and covered porch
area in back. Backyard is very deep with large trees for nice
privacy. City water and city sewer. This one is ready to move
into and has immediate occupancy. $58,900

room, 1¾ bath with partial basement. Many updates. Hard-
wood flooring. Additional lake frontage available at a very
reasonable price. $239,000

2 wall style heat pump air conditioners. New roof, 2 bed-
rooms and 2 baths. Immediate occupancy. $124,900

info@bycerealestate.com
www.bycerealestate.com“Serving You With Pride”

34 Years Experience
105 Traverse Bay Rd.

Lincoln, MI 48742
(989) 736-8171

92 acre organic farm. Large
kitchen, living room, over-
sized master bedroom and
bath.  Upstairs two more large

Very unique 160 acre North-
east Michigan recreational
property. Your very own lake
with the best waterfowl hunt-
ing in Northern Michigan.
Trails and deer hunting loca-
tions scattered throughout with beautiful views of the Lake.
24 x 24 Log Cabin with loft and all the comforts of home.
You will not find another one like this. #2789 $389,000

bedrooms and another full bath. 46 ft poly-carbinate roofed
greenhouse with running water, and transplant into the
low-maintenance gardens that have several raised beds.
This farm enjoys an established clientele.   Enjoy nature at
its finest and hunt deer. This fantastic view and top quality
features must be seen to be appreciated. #2949 $319,900

430 S. US-23
Harrisville

(989) 724-5711

AnJ

Bringing People and Places Together!
EQUAL

HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

23 Years Experience

This well maintained 2 bedroom, 1 bath mobile home is
move-in ready. The living room has a 7 x 13 expansion. The
eat-in kitchen has large windows to overlook the manicured
yard while eating your meals or just drinking coffee. The
home has a roof-over with asphalt shingles. The home is on
piers which are on a full cement slab foundation with cement
brick skirting. The finished breezeway attaches the home
and the 28 x 26 two car garage. The garage has upper
storage and plenty of cabinetry with work surface for the
handyman. Sellers are motivated. 18-0054 $45,900

Real Estate One Northeast
406 S. State St., Oscoda

CATHERINE LARIVE
Associate Broker

248-534-2264
catherine@realestateone.net

DEVON TASIOR
Realtor

989-798-7420
devontasior@gmail.com

This Commercial Mixed Use property has so many possi-
bilities for you to have your dream of being self-employed,
while living on the same property. Endless possibilities.
Home approx. 1,000 sq ft., 24x40x18 building, 600 sq ft
trailer, 60x20x20 Mechanics/Paint & Retail building, 12x24
garage. $297,000

Bus.: (989) 727-3390 or
 1-800-727-3890

Fax: (989) 727-2415

AT THE NORTH END
OF HUBBARD LAKE

1563 West Hubert Rd.,
Hubbard Lake, MI 49747

www.abramrealty.com

Country privacy on 3.12
acres. Bi-level, 3 bedroom,
1½ bath with partial base-
ment. Remodeled in 2005
included are 20 x 25 cathe-
dral ceiling great room over-
looking back yard with an
abundance of wildlife. 9-foot glass doors opening to 20 x 24
stamped concrete patio and sidewalk. Hickory cabinets,
breakfast bar with quartz counter and sink. Park place
hickory laminate flooring. 3 bedrooms and full bath up-
stairs. Attached 2 car garage, asphalt driveway, outdoor
wood stove. 30 x 48 heated pole barn, vinyl sided, asphalt
shingles and cement floor. 15 x 15 shed once used for a
horse. $169,900

The term summer camp
conjurs memories of mos-
quito bites and blackened
marshmallows, but for 23
youth in Alcona County, there
is more -- much more -- to
remember.

Youth from five northern
Michigan counties embarked
on a three day, two night
camp adventure at the Oc-
queoc Outdoor Center in Mill-
ersburg, Mich  that was equal
parts learning, experiencing
and summer fun. With the
aide and guidance of a team
of 16 teenage counselors,
campers were able to experi-
ence 10 sessions that were
experiential in nature and a
lot of fun.

Campers saw a good mix of
biology, engineering and
chemistry during the day at
camp, to go along with tradi-
tional camp sessions like ar-
chery and kayaking. Sessions
were taught by volunteers as
well as agency professionals
and offered campers a hands-
on approach to learning.

“Science is messy -- it’s
not about getting the right
answer the first time -- it’s
about asking questions and
discovering the answers,”
said Les Thomas, one of the
camp’s directors.   “Campers

Campers at 4-H Camp Ready, SET, Go! had fun conducting numerous science
experiments as well as engineering solutions in several sessions.  Alcona campers
included: Matt Abee, Jena Wambold, Kaylee Wambold, Aiden Crevier, Jayson Lincoln,
Darren Boyat, Reigen Pezel, Cole Upper, Carter Uppper, Andrew Good, James Good,
Marius Spears, Lily Kozlow, Holly Price, Preston Sharp, Jacob June and Daniel June.
Counselors from Alcona included: Courtney Winter, Sarah Sweet, Trinity Keyser,
Darrien Panich, Haley Spalding and Ben Thomas. Courtesy photo.

4-H Youth attend science themed summer camp
had a lot of fun this week
learning that science isn’t
scary -- science is fun.”

According to Thomas,
meals were served cafeteria-
style and there was always
lots of choices.  The kitchen
is also responsible for main-
taining the camps’ “hydra-
tion station” which is de-
signed to allow campers to
try different fruit-infused
waters - limiting their sugar
intake to dessert-time
s’mores.

He explained another camp
favorite is the annual paint
war -- where the camp day-
groups throw sponges soaked
in paint at each other.  This
year’s paint war was a bit
different -- using gelatin in-
stead of the more expensive
and messy paint. After Jell-O
covers the campers, a trip
down the 70 foot water slide
offers campers the chance to
cool off and  have more fun.

Keeping the campers on
schedule and out of trouble
were 16 teenage counselors,
many of whom were campers
themselves. Thomas said,
these counselors have the
daunting task to make sure
that campers are engaged in
sessions and don’t have time
to become homesick. The

camper’s schedule is full, but
there is a bit of downtime
built-in that allows for quiet
activities or group games and
counselors come equipped to
make sure the campers have

a good time.
“At the end of the day, we

hope the kids go home and
realize that they can make a
difference and that science
isn’t just done in a lab coat or

with beakers and test tubes.
Science is everywhere and
can be done in almost every
setting,” Thomas said.



ALCONA HUMANE SOCIETY
presents

Annual Dinner & Silent Auction
Saturday, August 4

Lost Lake Woods Club – Lincoln
(Easy access thru the gate & plenty of parking for this event)

Seating for 150 only! Get your tickets early! (At these locations):
Precious Paws Resale Shoppe in Harrisville,

Alcona Humane Society in Lincoln, and Bonnie Braden

(989) 916-7327 at LLWC in Lincoln.
Adults $15 – 10 & under $12

5 p.m. Social hour with cash bar (available all evening)
6 p.m. Dinner – prepared by LLWC chef just for us!

Many Wonderful Silent Auction Items to Bid On!
Fabulous Jewelry Raffle! 7/18 thru 7/25

REQUEST FOR  BIDS
City of Harrisville is seeking bids for pavement work on N.
Second St.. Work includes: Remove and repave with 1.5
in. of asphalt, 234 ft. by 22 ft. with 2 additions of 7 ft. by 40
ft. on east side of 2nd St. and 65 ft. by 11 ft. on west side
of 2nd St. at Jefferson St. intersection; starting 200 ft. from
Main St., ending 332 ft. from Church St.. Also patch 7 ft.
by 65 ft. at northeast end of 2nd Street. Overlay all of 2nd
St. with 1.5 in. of asphalt for final grade and tie-in to
Jefferson St.. Call 989-724-7050 to set up appointment to
review Street Project. Return bids to: City of Harrisville,
200 N. Fifth St., P.O. Box 278, Harrisville, MI 48740 or
Email harrisville1905@hotmail.com by Friday, August
3rd, 2018 at Noon. City of Harrisville reserves the right to
refuse or accept bids.

7/18 & 7/25
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shows healthy wolf  population

The state’s wolf population
has remained relatively stable
over the past four wolf sur-
veys, the most recent of which
occurred this past winter,
According to officials with the
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR)
Wildlife Division.

DNR wildlife biologists es-
timate there was a minimum
of 662 wolves found among
139 packs across the Upper
Peninsula last winter. The
2016 minimum population
estimate was 618 wolves.

“Based on our latest mini-
mum population estimate, it
is clear wolf numbers in
Michigan remain viable and
robust,” said Russ Mason,
chief of the DNR’s wildlife di-
vision. “A similar trend is
apparent in Wisconsin and
Minnesota. The western Great
Lakes states’ wolf population
is thriving and has recovered.”

Fifteen more wolf packs
were found during last
winter’s survey than in 2016,
but pack size has decreased
slightly and now averages less
than five wolves. The survey
was conducted from Decem-
ber through April, before
wolves had produced pups,
and when the population is
at its lowest point in the an-
nual cycle.

“As the wolf population in
the Upper Peninsula has
grown and spread out across
the region, packs are situ-

ated closer together,” said
Dean Beyer, a DNR wildlife
research biologist who orga-
nizes the sampling and gen-
erates the wolf population
estimate for the biannual
survey. “This makes it harder
to determine which pack
made the tracks that were
observed in adjacent areas.”

“Movement information we
collect from GPS-collared
wolves helps us interpret the
track count results, because
these data allow us to identify
territorial boundaries. The
minimum population esti-
mate we generate is a conser-
vative estimate, which takes
these factors into account,”
Beyer said.

The wolf survey is com-
pleted by DNR Wildlife Divi-
sion and U.S. Department of
Agriculture Wildlife Services
staff who search specific sur-
vey areas for wolf tracks and
other signs of wolf activity,
such as territorial marking or
indications of breeding. In
2017-2018, approximately 63
percent of the Upper Penin-
sula was surveyed.

According to Beyer, after
wolves returned naturally to
the U.P. through migration
from Minnesota, Wisconsin
and Ontario in the 1980s, the

population rebounded re-
markably over time. The pro-
nounced long-term increase
in wolf abundance is evident,
despite human cause-specific
mortality, such as poaching.

However, over the past few
years, Michigan’s minimum
estimate has hovered between
600 and 700 wolves, which
could be indicative of a stabi-
lizing population. “Research
suggests prey availability and
the geographical area of the
U.P. are the key limiting fac-
tors of wolf population ex-
pansion,” said Kevin
Swanson, a wildlife manage-
ment specialist with the
DNR’s Bear and Wolf Pro-
gram in Marquette. “This is
proving to be true.”

Since the winter of 1993-
94, combined wolf numbers
in Michigan and Wisconsin
have surpassed 100, meeting
federally established goals for
population recovery.  The
Michigan recovery goal of a
minimum sustainable popu-
lation of 200 wolves for five
consecutive years was
achieved in 2004. Wolves in
Michigan remain a federally-
protected species which may
only be killed legally in de-
fense of human life.

Writing Letters to the Editor
The Alcona County Review welcomes Letters to the
Editor so readers can express their opinion or draw
attention to issues.
• Letters to the editor must be signed with a first and last
name and include an address and phone number where
the author can be reached for confirmation or questions
during regular business hours. Unsigned letters will not
be published.
• Letters must address the editor -- not government, the
community, organizations or the authors of previously
published letters.
• Letters should be no longer than 300 words. Inappropri-
ate content will be deleted and letters will run on a space
available basis.
• This forum is not intended as a thank you section for
groups and organizations. Thank yous are considered
personal messages and therefore advertising.
Drop off letters to the Alcona County Review office at 111
Lake Street, Harrisville; mail to P.O. Box 548, Harrisville,
Mich. 48740; or e-mail using plain text format to
editor@alconareview.com.


